To: Smith, Bonnie[smith.bonnie@epa.gov}
From: Seneca, Roy

Sent: Tue 2/18/2014 12:44:49 PM

Subject: FW: EPA Region 3 Headlines

From: Vocus Subscriber [mailto:pradmin@vocus.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 18, 2014 6:02 AM

To: Seneca, Roy

Subject: EPA Region 3 Headlines

EPA Region 3 Headlines

DC (19)
Fact-Checking the Bill Nye- 02/17/2014 Wire, The Te Vie
Marsha Blackburn Climate xt w
Change 'Debate’ Clip

...the two other big reasons emissions fell during
recent years were the slower economy (resulting in
less electricity use) and the natural gas boom from

fracking (meaning less coal-burning). To keep
emissions down, we would need to keep moving
from coal to natural gas as an electricity source,

which...

Lawsuit cites N.Y. delays 02/17/2014 NAREIT SmartBrief Te Vie
with "fracking" study xt w

...and Gov. Andrew Cuomo, saying delaysina

study of hydraulic fracturing of natural gas wells are
costing their clients financial gains. New York
halted "fracking" in 2008 for an environmental
study, and in January, state environmental
commissioner Joe Martens said there will be no
regulations before...

NY state eyes study's high- 02/17/2014 Washington Examiner - Online Te Vie
speed rail proposals xt w

...project. State officials say high-speed trains can
boost tourism and economic development in the
upstate region, as well as reduce highway traffic and
pollution. Improving Amtrak's on-time record and
increasing the frequency of trains running between
Manhattan and Buffalo would move New York
state...
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Fact-Checking the Bill Nye- 02/17/2014 Wire, The
Marsha Blackburn Climate
Change 'Debate’
...the two other big reasons emissions fell during
recent years were the slower economy (resulting
in less electricity use) and the natural gas boom
from fracking (meaning less coal-burning). To
keep emissions down, we would need to keep
moving from coal to natural gas as an electricity
source, which...
Janet Yellen?s problem 02/17/2014 Human Events

...the OECD developed countries. The EPA is going
to destroy the coal industry. The Obama
administration refuses to open up federal lands for
oil-and-gas fracking and drilling, even though the
energy revolution is a high-paying job creator. And
the National Labor Relations Board is pushing for
snap...
John Kerry Calls Climate 02/17/2014 Think Progress
Change "World's Most
Fearsome' Weapon Of Mass
Destruction
..I pointed out last year. The United States has
already undermined its standing to cajole other
countries into climate commitments by expanding
oil and gas drilling as well as coal exports. But none
of those were Kerry's decision, whereas Keystone
is. Kerry said in Jakarta that for the problem...
John Kerry Calls Climate 02/17/2014 Think Progress
Change "World's Most
Fearsome' Weapon Of Mass
Destruction
..I pointed out last year. The United States has
already undermined its standing to cajole other
countries into climate commitments by expanding
oil and gas drilling as well as coal exports. But none
of those were Kerry's decision, whereas Keystone
is. Kerry said in Jakarta that for the problem...
Fracking Well Blowout 02/17/2014 Think Progress
Causes Oil And Chemical

Wastewater Spill In North
Dakota
...reports in Reuters . The well lost control after a
blowout preventer failed, and began leaking
between 50 and 70 barrels (2,100 to 2,940 gallons)
per day of fracking fluid — a mixture of generally
classified chemicals, water, and sand — and 200
barrels (8,400 gallons) per day of oil, the Reuters
reports...

Landowner group files 02/17/2014 NAREIT SmartBrief

Iawsuit against N.Y. governor
over fracking
...hydraulic fracturing, which has been blocked in

Te Vie
now
Clip
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the state since 2008. The group wants Cuomo's
administration to speed up the completion of two
reviews on fracking, which are being conducted by
the state's Department of Environmental
Conservation and Department of Health. Published
in Brief

Bill Nye Criticizes 02/17/2014 Christian Post - Online, The Te Vie

Republican Rep. for Denying
Climate Change
...Stoyan Zaimov, Christian Post Reporter Bill Nye
"The Science Guy" has criticized Tennessee

Republican Rep. Marsha Blackburn for disputing
the reality of climate change, insisting that the
scientific community accepts it as fact. He also
called for legislation to tackle climate change.

"There...
Leak reported at N.D. oil well 02/17/2014
after blowout preventer fails

...North Dakota, resulting in a leak of hydraulic
fracturing chemicals. The company said the well's
blowout preventer failed, and 50 to 70 barrels per

day of fracking fluid are leaking from the well.

Responders are "still diverting what's flowing from
the well into storage tanks,” said North Dakota
Department...
Landowner group files 02/17/2014
Iawsuit against N.Y. governor
to push fracking
...hydraulic fracturing, which has been blocked in
the state since 2008. The group wants Cuomo's
administration to speed up the completion of two
reviews on fracking, which are being conducted by
the state's Department of Environmental
Conservation and Department of Health. "Since
taking office in January...
1 month after spill, W. 02/17/2014
Virginians wary of water

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) - More than a month
after chemicals seeped into West Virginia's biggest
water supply, Jeanette Maddox would rather bundle
up, drive to a shopping center parking lot and fill
jugs of water...

NAREIT SmartBrief

NAREIT SmartBrief

WTTG-TV - Online

NC Gov. McCrory briefed on 02/17/2014 WITG-TV - Online

Duke coal ash lawsuit

...about filing a lawsuit against Duke Energy that
resulted in a proposed settlement fining the $50
billion corporation $99,000 to resolve violations for
pollution leaching from two huge coal ash dumps.
State Department of Environment and Natural
Resources Secretary John Skvarla told lawmakers...
Obama to meet with 02/17/2014
Canadian PM Harper as

RawStory.com

Te Vie

Te Vie

Te Vie
xt W
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pressure mounts around Chi
Keystone XL

...more fundamental changes are shaping the
bilateral energy relationship. The United States
is tapping energy in the ground and offshore
thanks to new fracking and drilling technologies,
and this is fueling significant production that
could put it in competition with Canada for
overseas customers....
Fracking Well Blowout 02/17/2014 Think Progress Te Vie

Causes Oil And Chemical Xt w
Wastewater Spill In North Clip
Dakota
"Fracking Well Blowout Causes Oil And Chemical
Wastewater Spill In North Dakota" An oil well
owned by Whiting Petroleum Corp. started leaking
hydraulic...
xked's "Frequency" Will 02/17/2014 Smithsonian - Online Te Vie
Make You Feel How Fast the Xt W
Earth Is Moving Clip
...to feel. Every three beats of your heart,
roughly, an earthquake is happening somewhere on
the planet. (Which makes those tiny earthquakes
induced by fracking or Seattle Seahawks fans seem
slightly less impressive.) But there's one entry on
Monroe's chart that never seems to blip:
“Earthquake...
Twin Disasters Helped Hone 02/17/2014 National Journal - Online  Te Vie

Energy Expert xt w
..natural gas, chemicals, pipelines, shipping, and
trading—and more recently on what the company
calls unconventional oil and gas development, better
known as fracking. His move to Bluewater
Strategies was prompted by the opportunity to work
with an old friend and colleague, McKie Campbell,
who joined...
NC Gov. McCrory briefed on 02/17/2014 Washington Examiner - Online Te Vig
Duke coal ash lawsuit xt w

...intervening in lawsuits against Duke Energy,
resulting in a negotiated settlement that fined the
$50 billion corporation $99,111 to resolve
violations over groundwater contamination leaching
from two huge coal ash dumps. Environmentalists
criticized the modest fines as a sweetheart deal that
included...

DE (2)
Jim Hillibish: A Midge was 02/17/2014 Sussex Countian - Online  Te Vie
the sweetest car on Earth - % W
when it ran Clip
...arrived with ugly, thick-rubber bangers, a futile

attempt to meet U.S. crash standards. The Midget
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died in “79, not enough room under the bonnet for
air-pollution gear. Midgets needed three little
wipers. The windshield was too small for two
standard ones. When I ran out of small talk on
dates, I turned...

Seaford embraces role in 02/17/2014 News Journal - Online Te Vie
former slave's escape to Xt W
freedom Clip

...marker that tells a condensed version of the
story.(Page 2 of 2)*“They were nearly arrested,” said
Blackwell. Blackwell believes Tilly was enslaved in
Maryland at the time of her escape because on Oct.

21, 1856, the sidewheeler steamboat Kent left

Baltimore heading south down the Chesapeake

Bay...
MD (11)
The chicken tax hits the fan 02/17/2014 Baltimore Sun - Online Te Vie
[Editorial] xt w
...that poultry waste is an enormous problem in this
state because of the harm it does when it runs off
land and into streams, rivers and eventually, the
Chesapeake Bay. It's a major source of nitrogen and
phosphorus, particularly in Eastern Shore
tributaries. But we are also sympathetic to the
argument...
The chicken tax hits the fan 02/17/2014 Baltimore Sun - Online Te Vie
[Editorial] xt w
...that poultry waste is an enormous problem in this
state because of the harm it does when it runs off
land and into streams, rivers and eventually, the
Chesapeake Bay. It's a major source of nitrogen and
phosphorus, particularly in Eastern Shore
tributaries. But we are also sympathetic to the
argument...
Schuh pushes to exempt 02/17/2014 Baltimore Sun - Online Te Vie
Arundel from stormwater xt w_
fees Clip
...10 jurisdictions that are required to collect a fee
from property owners to help pay for projects that
reduce polluted stormwater runoff that harms the
Chesapeake Bay. Schuh, a Gibson Island
Republican, voted for the state bill requiring the
fees in 2012. He said, however, that Anne Arundel's
fees...
Trans Energy, Inc. To 02/17/2014 WMDT-TV - Online Te Vie
Present At EnerCom's The xt w
Qil & Services Conference™ Clip

12 In San Francisco
...with the most up to date information on the
Company and its operations. About Trans Energy,
Inc. Trans Energy, Inc. (OTCQB: TENG) is a pure
play Marcellus Shale Forward-looking statements in
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this release do not constitute guarantees of future
performance.C Such forward-looking statements...

Iran battles pollution with 02/17/2014 Jordan Times - Washington Te¢ Vie
'clean petrol'-- reports D.C. Bureau - Online Xt w

TEHRAN Iran is turning to environmentally
friendly Euro-4 emissions standard petrol in major
cities to battle worsening air pollution which claims
thousands of lives every year, media reports said
Monday. Some eight million litres of clean gasoline
was distributed to 90...

Congregations, nonprofits 02/17/2014 Baltimore Sun - Online Te Vie
work to address stormwater xt w
pollution Clip

Once, when heavy rain hit the roof of the Maryland

Presbyterian Church in Towson , there was so much

runoff that it would wash away the wood chips and
soil that cover the children's play...

W.Va. residents still wary of 02/17/2014 Cumberland Times-News - Te Vie
water Online Xt w

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — More than a month after
chemicals seeped into West Virginia's biggest water
supply, Jeanette Maddox would rather bundle up,
drive to a shopping center parking lot and fill jugs
of water...
Ex-Salisbury man kills 02/17/2014 Daily Times - Online, The Te Vie
Florida deputy, then self Xt W

...afternoon Holtermann was “a subject of interest”
in connection with some August burglaries in the
Fruitland area. His criminal history extended across
Chesapeake Bay. He pleaded guilty to robbery
charges in Baltimore County Circuit Court in 2009
and was sentenced to seven years in prison. He
was...
Dave Wilson's opinion: 02/17/2014 Daily Times - Online, The Te Vie

Program Open Space funding % W
should be restored Clip
Farmers and other landowners are profoundly
disappointed to see that Maryland's proposed 2015
budget eliminates any new funding for Program
Open Space. Since 1969, this program has created
state and local parks,...

SUN INVESTIGATES 02/16/2014 Baltimore Sun - Online Te Vie

Groups target inconsistencies xt w
in immigration enforcement Clip
...patchwork of local law enforcement policies
across the country. The advocates say the extended
detainment can heighten the chance of deportation.
In Maryland, most counties honor requests by U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement to hold
immigrants for additional time beyond when they
would ordinarily...
SUN POLL O'Malley lags in 02/16/2014 Baltimore Sun - Online Te Vie
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bid for president

...winning the Democratic primary election in his
own state. Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
outpolled O'Malley by nearly 10 to 1 among likely
Maryland Democratic voters asked to name their
top choice among four possible candidates to be the
party's standard-bearer in the 2016 presidential...

PA (40)
Lawn and garden: Beware de- 02/18/2014 Public Opinion - Online
icing the Chesapeake Bay

...flushed down storm drains Penn State Extension

Melting snow and ice in January 2014 carry de-

icing material downstream, and eventually into the

Chesapeake Bay. What are you sending into the bay
this winter? (Photo by George Hurd) Penn State
Extension environmental educator George Hurd

discusses...
NC Gov. McCrory briefed on 02/18/2014 Williamsport Sun-Gazette -
Duke coal ash lawsuit Online

...intervening in lawsuits against Duke Energy,
resulting in a negotiated settlement that fined the
$50 billion corporation $99,111 to resolve

violations over groundwater contamination leaching

from two huge coal ash dumps. Environmentalists
criticized the modest fines as a sweetheart deal that

included...
Lake Twp. might host frack- 02/18/2014 Times Leader - Online
water waste site

..facility in Lake Township, where it proposes to

hold water used in hydraulic fracturing. Waveco

Energy Services, a company that supplies water to

natural-gas drilling companies, has applied for a
variance through the Luzerne County Planning

Commission to allow the property — which is more
than 600 total...
YOUR OPINION: LETTERS 02/18/2014 Times Leader - Online
TO THE EDITOR

..Insurance Act.” The Republican-controlled House
had not scheduled it for a vote as of last week, but
the Republican leadership already has indicated it
will water down the Senate bill. We call on Speaker
John Boehner, R-Ohio, to give this important bill an
up or down vote in the lower chamber and...
Letter to the editor | Put gas 02/18/2014 Centre Daily Times - Online
line safety first

...incident rates are getting alarming for an industry
that is supported by our governor as being safe.
With the current rapid development of the
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Marcellus gas drilling here in the commonwealth,
more stringent enforcement of environmental and
safety rules must be approved. The current
inspection scheduling...

Solobay announces run for re- 02/18/2014 Observer-Reporter - Online Te Vie
election Xt ow.

...chance law are among his accomplishments in the
Senate. He also said he advocated for safe energy
policy, most notably natural gas development in the
Marcellus Shale. “During the last four years, I have
worked to bring together local business officials and
members of the Legislature to strike...

Crosby lecture speaker 02/18/2014 Observer-Reporter - Online Te Vie
announced xt w

...ship journalist of the 132-foot brigantine Robert
C. Seamans, studying along with 37 researchers the
amount of plastic and Japanese tsunami debris in
the water. His National Geographic dispatches of
the findings on the pollution in the Pacific Ocean
can be found at
http://ionathanwaterman.com/index. php/ficld-

Thunder/Enlightning, Feb. 02/18/2014 Republican & Herald - Online Te Vie

18, 2014 Te e

...by asking questions. We can help them out by
going to these meetings, sewer, borough and water.
Shenandoah So coal is that bad. Well, excuse me.
Fracking is another thing we need to worry about.
We should not need to pay taxes for the roads and
bridges to be repaired. The other states are taxing...

Berwick-based company 02/18/2014 Citizens' Voice - Online, The T¢ Vic
applies to build natural gas xt W
wastewater treatment plant Clip

...already applied to the Luzerne County zoning
hearing board for a use variance to build a recycling
center to process water used in hydraulic fracturing
or "fracking" on an acre of land leased from 4-P
Realty, located off Meeker Outlet Road at Sholtis
Road. A zoning hearing is scheduled for 7 p.m.
March...
Lehigh Valley fly fishing 02/18/2014 Morning Call - Online Te Vie

seminar in March xt w
...Fish & Game Association, 4190 Wood Drive,
Lehigh Township. The event benefits the group's
free Youth Education Day. Tickets are $15 at the
door. Marcellus Shale discussion at fly-fishing
show: The Fly Fishing Show at the Lancaster
County Convention Center, 3 E. Vine Street,
Lancaster, will...
A break with the past 02/17/2014 Northeast Pennsylvania  Te Vie

Weekender - Online xt w
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Clip
ASHLEY — The demolition of the Huber Breaker
that began in January is erasing one of the last
remaining significant structures of mining history in
the Wyoming Valley. The Huber was built in 1938,
and began processing anthracite coal in February
1939. At the time, the Huber...

Native Americans vow a last 02/17/2014 Centre Daily Times - Online Te Vie
stand to block Keystone XL Xt W
pipeline Clip

...Eagle figures that building a crude oil pipeline
from Canada to the U.S. Gulf Coast would bring
little to Indian Country besides more crime and
dirty water, but she doubts that Native Americans
will ever get the U.S. government to block the $7
billion project. “There is no way for Native...
Be wary of forest drilling 02/17/2014 Republican & Herald - Online Te Vie

...reaction to that unavailability. After the state
already had authorized drilling leases on nearly half
of the 1.5 million acres it owns across the Marcellus

Shale development area, the state Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources studied what
land remained. It found that the remaining...

Chambersburg hopes to fuel 02/17/2014 Public Opinion - Online  Te Vie
vehicles with natural gas xt w

...environmentally friendly than diesel or gasoline,
according to NGVA. CNG is about $1.50 less per
gallon than gasoline. With the production of natural
gas from Marcellus shale and other deposits the
price of CNG is projected to remain stable for more
than a decade. Gov. Tom Corbett in May announced
a...
NY state eyes study's high- 02/17/2014 Centre Daily Times - Online Te Vie
speed rail proposals Xt w
...project. State officials say high-speed trains can
boost tourism and economic development in the
upstate region, as well as reduce highway traffic and
pollution. Improving Amtrak's on-time record and
increasing the frequency of trains running between
Manhattan and Buffalo would move New York
state...
1 month after spill, W. 02/17/2014 Courier-Express - Online  Te Vie
Virginians wary of water oW
...Monday caused the biggest weather disruptions of
the Sochi Olympics so far, with a biathlon race and
a Alex Sanz In this Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2014 photo,
water brought in by tankers and military vehicles is
seen being distributed, in Charleston, W. Va. A
chemical leak in the Elk River left residents...
1 month after spill, W. 02/17/2014 Lebanon Daily News - Online, Tc Vie
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Virginians wary of water The Xt W

In this Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2014 photo, water brought
in by tankers and military vehicles is seen being
distributed, in Charleston, W. Va. A chemical leak
in the Elk River left residents...
Researcher still has passion 02/17/2014 Centre Daily Times - Online Te¢ Vie

for medical mysteries xt W
...humans. Using the index, public health officials
could determine when they needed to spring into
action, Haley said. Early intervention with chemical
pesticides could prevent another West Nile
epidemic. But only if politics doesn't get in the way.
"The dilemma is whether our community will
have...
Trans Energy, Inc. To 02/17/2014 WICU/WSEE - TV - Online  Te Vie

Present At EnerCom's The xt w
Qil & Services Conference™ Clip
12 In San Francisco
...with the most up to date information on the
Company and its operations. About Trans Energy,
Inc. Trans Energy, Inc. (OTCQB: TENG) is a pure
play Marcellus Shale oil and gas exploration and
development company, headquartered in the
Appalachian Basin. Further information can be
found on the Company's...
Wood pellet stoves help some 02/17/2014 Centre Daily Times - Online Te¢ Vie

stave off rising heating costs xt W
...Pellet stoves and wood burning stoves can vary
widely in efficiency and operating costs. Outdoor
wood "boilers" are inefficient and produce a lot of
air pollution, Knaebe said. "It's almost worse than a
campfire,” he said. Starting in 2015, the
Environmental Protection Agency wants to reduce...
Upper Bucks Superfund deal 02/17/2014 Morning Call - Online Te Vie
reached xt w

...Co. paid more than $63 million to the government
to resolve claims for environmental cleanups at 39
sites across 21 states. The payout was under the
Maryland-based company's bankruptcy plan of
reorganization, according to the U.S. Department of
Justice and U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency...
Marburger squares off 02/17/2014 Cranberry Eagle - Online  Te Vig

against Metcalfe Xt w
...moving away from funding schools using property
taxes and go toward using earned income taxes
instead. He said he also supports the development of
Marcellus Shale natural gas, and feels there should
be more education for jobs in that field. “It's going
to bring the jobs,” Marburger said. ...
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Public forum slated on 02/17/2014 Cranberry Eagle - Online  Te¢ Vie
sewage upgrade Xt W
Clip
CRANBERRY TWP — The township on
Wednesday will have an open house to provide
residents with information about the proposed
Brush Creek sewage treatment plant expansion.
Township manager Jerry Andree said officials
have been working on the project for more than
a year and a half....

Jim Hillibish: A Midge was 02/17/2014 Carbondale News - Online  Te Vie
the sweetest car on Earth - Xt W
when it ran Clip

...arrived with ugly, thick-rubber bangers, a futile
attempt to meet U.S. crash standards. The Midget
died in “79, not enough room under the bonnet for
air-pollution gear.Midgets needed three little
wipers. The windshield was too small for two
standard ones. When I ran out of small talk on
dates, I turned...

Marburger squares off 02/17/2014 Butler Eagle - Online Te Vie
against Metcalfe xt W
Clip

...moving away from funding schools using property
taxes and go toward using earned income taxes
instead. He said he also supports the development of
Marcellus Shale natural gas, and feels there should
be more education for jobs in that field. “It's going
to bring the jobs,” Marburger said. ...

The Chevron Guarantee: 02/17/2014 philly.com Te Vie
Our well won't explode...or xt w
your pizza is free! Clip

...horrible shock -- the sound of a massive explosion
in their backyards. The source of the blast and the
intensely hot fire that followed was a Chevron
fracking well that had been set to begin production,
but instead shot orange flames high into the air and
gave off loud hissing sounds that could...

Jim Hillibish: A Midge was 02/17/2014 Villager - Online, The Te Vie
the sweetest car on Earth - Xt W
when it ran Clip

...arrived with ugly, thick-rubber bangers, a futile
attempt to meet U.S. crash standards. The Midget
died in “79, not enough room under the bonnet for
air-pollution gear.Midgets needed three little
wipers. The windshield was too small for two
standard ones. When I ran out of small talk on
dates, I turned...

1 month after spill, W. 02/17/2014 Centre Daily Times - Online Te¢ Vie
Virginians wary of water xt w

...during a legislative public meeting , in Charleston,
W. Va., about a chemical leak in the Elk River.
More than a month after chemicals seeped into West
Virginia's biggest water supply, many residents are
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not convinced of the water's safety. Davis has lived
in Kanawha County...
NC Gov. McCrory briefed on 02/17/2014 Centre Daily Times - Online
Duke coal ash lawsuit

...intervening in lawsuits against Duke Energy,
resulting in a negotiated settlement that fined the
$50 billion corporation $99,000 to resolve

violations over groundwater contamination leaching

from two huge coal ash dumps. Environmentalists
criticized the modest fines as a sweetheart deal that

included...
Police still awaiting access to 02/17/2014 Herald-Standard - Online
well pad

...reported Sunday that the fire had self-extinguished

Saturday afternoon. The fire began at 6:45 a.m. Feb.
11, when an explosion rocked the Lanco 7H

Marcellus shale well pad and resulted in a fire that

burned for about four days. The missing worker has

been identified by a Texas company as one...
1 month after spill, W. 02/17/2014 Williamsport Sun-Gazelte -
Virginians wary of water Online

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — More than a month
after chemicals seeped into West Virginia's biggest
water supply, Jeanette Maddox would rather bundle
up, drive to a shopping center parking lot and fill
jugs of water...
NC Gov. McCrory briefed on 02/17/2014 Times Leader - Online
Duke coal ash lawsuit

...intervening in lawsuits against Duke Energy,
resulting in a negotiated settlement that fined the
$50 billion corporation $99,000 to resolve
violations over groundwater contamination leaching
from two huge coal ash dumps. Environmentalists
criticized the modest fines as a sweetheart deal that
included...
1 month after spill, West 02/17/2014 Observer-Reporter - Online
Virginians wary of water

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — More than a month after
chemicals seeped into West Virginia's biggest water

supply, Jeanette Maddox would rather bundle up,

drive to a shopping center parking lot and fill jugs

of water...
Royal mistreatment: The AG 02/17/2014 Pittshurgh Post-Gazette -
should probe Chesapeake's Online
leases
Pennsylvania property owners who lease their land
for natural gas drilling want a couple of things.
Feeling like a sucker is not one of them. Yet thats
the experience of many northern Pennsylvanians
who are doing...
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Health Care Heroes 02/17/2014 Risk & Insurance - Online  Te Vie

... “T'have never felt that we were in a better place
than we are right now,” Brady said. Communication
is Key When one HR director for an oil and gas
drilling services company was holding employee
meetings to discuss the introduction of a high-
deductible plan, she faced resistance. The
materials...
Community digest 02/17/2014 Citizens’ Voice - Online, The Te Vie

Wyoming Valley Gas Drilling Awareness Coalition
will meet at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 19, at the
American Legion building, Route 415, Dallas
Memorial Highway, Dallas....
Race for US representative 02/17/2014 Pocono Record - Online  Te Vie

heats up xt w
...$15 an hour minimum wage, issuing federal bonds
to rebuild the nation's roads, bridges and other
infrastructure and imposing a moratorium on
hydraulic fracking. He is the second Democrat to
announce plans to seck the nomination to run
against Marino. Lycoming County businessman
Scott Brion has...
Shenango coke should stop 02/17/2014 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - Te Vie
fouling the air Online X oW

Bravo to the Group Against Smog and Pollution for
filing an intent to sue the Shenango coke works on
Neville Island (Pollution Group Says It Will Sue
Coke Works, Feb. 12). Lets...
Kerry on climate: The 02/17/2014 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette -  Te Vie
secretary delivers a timely Online % W
lesson on carbon Clip
Secretary of State John Kerry, during a visit Sunday
to Jakarta, Indonesia, addressed the increasingly
pressing issue of climate change. He was speaking
to Indonesians, but he could have just as easily,
given the relevance and importance of his remarks,
been speaking...
State should focus on efficient 02/16/2014 Citizens’ Voice - Online, The Te Vie

fuels xt w
...of coal each year. During the recent cold snaps, it
has burned up to 35 tons a day. And its coal use is
constant because it also uses the fuel for hot water
generation. SCI-Waymart's coal bill is more than $1
million a year. Gas is the new predominant fuel and
industry in Pennsylvania and...

VA (13)
Lawrence Kudlow: Janet 02/18/2014 Northern Virginia Daily -  Te Vie
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Yellen's problem Online Xt W

...the OECD developed countries. The EPA is going
to destroy the coal industry. The Obama
administration refuses to open up federal lands for
oil-and-gas fracking and drilling, even though the
energy revolution is a high-paying job creator. And
the National Labor Relations Board is pushing for
snap...
Renovations at Culpeper 02/17/2014 Culpeper Times - Online  Te Vig
High School near completion % W

...Central Office as the last remaining phase in the
plan to be implemented. Spencer stated that along
with more renovation phases, there needs to be
more asbestos abatement efforts. He said,
“Anything we find, we are trying to take care of.”
The next abatement will start in mid-March in the
band and...

"No more Blackstreet'"; 02/17/2014 Virginian-Pilot - Online  Te Vie
Sheen engaged; Henson dies X oW

...lesson we can all use. [embedded content]
ShowBiz Minute: BAFTA, Westwood, Box Office
Gravity' wins big at the BAFTAs; Westwood is all
about the Fracking; 'The Lego Movie' stays at no.1.
Trans Energy, Inc. To 02/17/2014 WRIC-TV - Online Te Vie

Present At EnerCom's The xt w
Qil & Services Conference™ Clip
12 In San Francisco
...with the most up to date information on the
Company and its operations. About Trans Energy,
Inc. Trans Energy, Inc. (OTCQB: TENG) is a pure
play Marcellus Shale Forward-looking statements in

this release do not constitute guarantees of future

performance.C Such forward-looking statements...
Trans Energy, Inc. To 02/17/2014 WWBT-TV - Online Te Vie

Present At EnerCom's The xt w
Qil & Services Conference™ Clip
12 In San Francisco
...with the most up to date information on the
Company and its operations. About Trans Energy,
Inc. Trans Energy, Inc. (OTCQB: TENG) is a pure
play Marcellus Shale Forward-looking statements in

this release do not constitute guarantees of future

performance.C Such forward-looking statements...
Fracking: A Cracking 02/17/2014 Valve Magazine - Online  Te Vig

Success or Much Ado About Xt W
Nothing? Clip
Fracking not only proves to be a boon for the U.S.
economy, but also for the valve industry. Some EU
states, however, are stalling. Fracking...
Source of diesel fuel at 02/17/2014 Southwest Times - Online, The Te Vie

Authority undetermined xt w
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...diesel fuel,” said McCutchan. Despite the
investigation, he said neither the source of the fuel
nor the amount of fuel spilled could be determined.

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) was notified of the incident and how the
Authority's staff responded to the incident. ...

Fort Worth watering 02/17/2014 Water Environment Research - Te Vie
restrictions could become Online Xt w
permanent Clip

...Water Department took in $11 million below
anticipated revenue last year because of the two-day
a week watering restrictions and a decrease in oil
and gas-drilling water use. As a result of
conservation and to anticipate the rising cost of
water, the city is raising water rates at the same

time...
Industry News - Fort Worth 02/17/2014 Water Environment Research - Te Vie
watering restrictions could Online Xt w
become permanent Clip
...Water Department took in $11 million below
anticipated revenue last year because of the two-day
a week watering restrictions and a decrease in oil
and gas-drilling water use. As a result of
conservation and to anticipate the rising cost of
water, the city is raising water rates at the same
time...
Olympics Set To Transform 02/17/2014 WVTF-FM - Online Te Vie
Rio -- But For Better Or xt w
Worse? Clip
...swept across Brazil last summer. People are
concerned not only about the money but whether in
the end what was promised will be delivered.
Protesting Pollution On a recent Saturday morning,
a group gathered on Ipanema beach to protest the
high level of water pollution in Rio's...
EPA officials visit South 02/17/2014 News & Record - Online  Te Vie
Boston Thursday to meet xt w
with public Clip
News SoVaNow.com / February 17, 2014
Representatives with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency will be visiting South Boston
this week to field questions and listen to community
concerns in the wake of the Duke...
CLARK, JANE L. 02/17/2014 Petersburg Progress-Index - T¢ Vie
Online Xt W
...years, retired from her position as a home
economist for Commonwealth Natural Gas in
Petersburg. Mrs. Clark was a past president and
member of the Chesapeake Bay Garden Club, and
had Life Membership in National Federation of
State Garden Clubs and Virginia Federation of State
Garden Clubs....
Column | Fraim's circle of 02/15/2014 Virginian-Pilot - Online  Te¢ Vie
influence is upper crust xtow
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...Harvey Lindsay, chairman of the real estate
company that bears his name; D. Bart Frye Jr.,

known for developing Norfolk's East Beach
community on the Chesapeake Bay; Robert M.

Stanton, who led the effort to redevelop downtown
Norfolk; Buddy Gadams, who has several
residential developments under...

WV (42)
Drilling waste bill concerns 02/18/2014 Journal - Online, The Te Vie
local officials Xt ow.
...provisions in the bill. The DEP requested the
measure, for which no law currently provides,
according to a press release. Following a surge in
use of the Marcellus Shale in the northern central
part of the state, in 2011, the Legislature required
the oil and gas industry to landfill the waste from
drilling...
One Month Later, Many Still 02/18/2014 Intelligencer - Online, The Te Vie
Wary of Using Water Xt W
CHARLESTON (AP) - More than a month after
chemicals seeped into West Virginia's biggest water
supply, Jeanette Maddox would rather bundle up,
drive to a shopping center parking lot and fill jugs
of water...
One month after spill, 02/18/2014 Journal - Online, The Te Vie
Charleston residents wary of Xt W
water Clip
CHARLESTON- More than a month after
chemicals seeped into West Virginia's biggest water
supply, Jeanette Maddox would rather bundle up,
drive to a shopping center parking lot and fill jugs
of water...
County Commission 02/18/2014 Williamson Daily News -  Te Vie
addresses concern over Online Xt W
abandoned school Clip
...portions of the roof falling in, windows broken
out and walls caving in. “The issue with
demolishing this building is the cost it would take to
have the asbestos removed that is in the floor tiles
that becomes a health hazard when disturbed,” said
Commission President Greg “Hootie” Smith.
County...
1 month after spill, W. 02/18/2014 Wetzel Chronicle - Online  Te¢ Vie
Virginians wary of water xt w
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — More than a month
after chemicals seeped into West Virginia's biggest
water supply, Jeanette Maddox would rather bundle
up, drive to a shopping center parking lot and fill
jugs of water...
House Judiciary hears pleas 02/18/2014 Register-Herald - Online, The Te Vie

Freedom_0003438_0016



to prohibit landfills from
taking fracking waste
..would be a good place to raise their three
children. Now, though, Rahall questions that
decision because, she says waste from hydraulic
fracturing, or hydrofracking, is being brought to
a sediment pond near her Fayette County home
and then injected into a well she believes is near
the source...
County Commission 02/18/2014 Gilbert Times - Online
addresses concern over
abandoned school
...portions of the roof falling in, windows broken
out and walls caving in. “The issue with
demolishing this building is the cost it would take to
have the asbestos removed that is in the floor tiles
that becomes a health hazard when disturbed,” said
Commission President Greg “Hootie” Smith.
County...
Feds knew Dietz Hollow 02/17/2014 HuntingtonNews.net
Likely Contaminated 1979,
But Failed to do Anything
...min ago by Tony Rutherford HuntingtonNews.Net
Reporter Dietz Hollow (a.k.a. the Huntington
Landfill) was placed on a preliminary listing of
potential Superfund sites across the United States on
December 1, 1979, according to Environmental
Protection Administration Region III Technical
Action Status...
Adult Children of Asbestos 02/17/2014 WTRE-TV - Online
Sufferers Urged to Contact
Mesothelioma Victims Center
...misdiagnosed with pneumonia. This year between
2,500 and 3,000 US citizens will be diagnosed with
mesothelioma*. Mesothelioma is 100% attributable
to exposure to asbestos*. One-third of diagnosed
victims of mesothelioma served in the US Navy.
Other high-risk work groups for exposure to
asbestos include:...
Adult Children of Asbestos 02/17/2014 WOWK-TV - Online
Sufferers Urged to Contact
Mesothelioma Victims Center
...misdiagnosed with pneumonia. This year between
2,500 and 3,000 US citizens will be diagnosed with
mesothelioma*. Mesothelioma is 100% attributable
to exposure to asbestos*. One-third of diagnosed
victims of mesothelioma served in the US Navy.
Other high-risk work groups for exposure to
asbestos include:...
Adult Children of Asbestos 02/17/2014 WVNS-TV - Online
Sufferers Urged to Contact
Mesothelioma Victims Center
...misdiagnosed with pneumonia. This year between
2,500 and 3,000 US citizens will be diagnosed with
mesothelioma*. Mesothelioma is 100% attributable
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Te Vie
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to exposure to asbestos*. One-third of diagnosed
victims of mesothelioma served in the US Navy.
Other high-risk work groups for exposure to
asbestos include:...

Adult Children of Asbestos 02/17/2014 State Journal - Online, The Te Vie
Sufferers Urged to Contact xt w
Mesothelioma Victims Center Clip

...misdiagnosed with pneumonia. This year between
2,500 and 3,000 US citizens will be diagnosed with
mesothelioma*. Mesothelioma is 100% attributable
to exposure to asbestos*. One-third of diagnosed
victims of mesothelioma served in the US Navy.
Other high-risk work groups for exposure to
asbestos include:...

Adult Children of Asbestos 02/17/2014 WBOY-TV - Online Te Vie
Sufferers Urged to Contact xt w
Mesothelioma Victims Center Clip

...misdiagnosed with pneumonia. This year between
2,500 and 3,000 US citizens will be diagnosed with
mesothelioma*. Mesothelioma is 100% attributable
to exposure to asbestos*. One-third of diagnosed
victims of mesothelioma served in the US Navy.
Other high-risk work groups for exposure to
asbestos include:...

Research and Investment 02/17/2014 WBOY-TV - Online Te Vie

Prospect Analysis of China's xt w

Excavator Industry, 2013- Clip
2017

...market shares continued to drop to 24.43% and
16.27% respectively; European brands remained
stable with market share 12.95%. For reducing
environmental pollution, at present, different
countries' governments formulated policies and laws
for compulsory emission targets of motor vehicle so

as to prohibit...
Research and Investment 02/17/2014 WITRF-TV - Online Te Vie
Prospect Analysis of China's xt w
Excavator Industry, 2013- Clip

2017
...market shares continued to drop to 24.43% and
16.27% respectively; European brands remained
stable with market share 12.95%. For reducing
environmental pollution, at present, different
countries' governments formulated policies and laws
for compulsory emission targets of motor vehicle so

as to prohibit...
Research and Investment 02/17/2014 WVNS-TV - Online Te Vie
Prospect Analysis of China's xt w
Excavator Industry, 2013- Clip

2017
...market shares continued to drop to 24.43% and
16.27% respectively; European brands remained
stable with market share 12.95%. For reducing
environmental pollution, at present, different
countries' governments formulated policies and laws
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for compulsory emission targets of motor vehicle so
as to prohibit...

Research and Investment 02/17/2014 WOWK-TV - Online Te Vie
Prospect Analysis of China's W

Excavator Industry, 2013- Clip
2017
...market shares continued to drop to 24.43% and
16.27% respectively; European brands remained
stable with market share 12.95%. For reducing
environmental pollution, at present, different
countries' governments formulated policies and laws
for compulsory emission targets of motor vehicle so
as to prohibit...

Research and Investment 02/17/2014 State Journal - Online, The Te Vie
Prospect Analysis of China's v

Excavator Industry, 2013- Clip
2017
...market shares continued to drop to 24.43% and
16.27% respectively; European brands remained
stable with market share 12.95%. For reducing
environmental pollution, at present, different
countries' governments formulated policies and laws
for compulsory emission targets of motor vehicle so
as to prohibit...

Group Seeks More Scrutiny 02/17/2014 WITRF-TV - Online Te Vie
for Eastern Ohio Mine Plan

...requesting extra scrutiny of a company's plans for

an underground coal mine in eastern Ohio because

of the January chemical spill that contaminated the
water supply for 300,000 West Virginians. The
mine south of Carrollton is planned by Rosebud
Mining Co. That company's owner also owns...

Freedom Industries cleanup 02/17/2014 Charleston Gazette - Online, Te Vie
continues; contamination The

extent still unknown
...site's chemical storage tanks, and still don't have a
clear idea of how much of which materials could
have contaminated soil at the site. The West
Virginia Department of Environmental Protection is
overseeing the cleanup, which is being carried out
by Freedom Industries and contractors for the...

1 month after spill, W. 02/17/2014 Clarksburg Exponent-TelegramT¢ Vie
Virginians wary of water Online

More than a month after chemicals seeped into West
Virginia's biggest water supply, Jeanette Maddox
would rather bundle up, drive to a shopping center
parking lot and fill jugs of water...

House panel to hold hearing 02/17/2014 Charleston Gazette - Online, Te¢ Vie
on drilling waste tonight The

...will hear from the public this evening on a bill
aimed at exempting from West Virginia's landmark
landfill tonnage limits waste from the boom in
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natural gas drilling in the state's Marcellus Shale
region. The House Judiciary Committee scheduled
the public hearing on the bill (HB4411) for 5...

1 month after spill, W. 02/17/2014 Intelligencer - Online, The Te Vic
Virginians wary of water oW
Clip

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — More than a month
after chemicals seeped into West Virginia's biggest
water supply, Jeanette Maddox would rather bundle
up, drive to a shopping center parking lot and fill
jugs of water...

1 month after spill, W. 02/17/2014 Elkins Inter-Mountain - Online T¢ Vig
Virginians wary of water oW
Clip

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — More than a month
after chemicals seeped into West Virginia's biggest
water supply, Jeanette Maddox would rather bundle
up, drive to a shopping center parking lot and fill
jugs of water...

Trans Energy, Inc. To 02/17/2014 WBOY-TV - Online Te Vie
Present At EnerCom's The xtow
Qil & Services Conference™ Clip

12 In San Francisco
...with the most up to date information on the
Company and its operations. About Trans Energy,
Inc. Trans Energy, Inc. (OTCQB: TENG) is a pure
play Marcellus Shale oil and gas exploration and
development company, headquartered in the
Appalachian Basin. Further information can be
found on the Company's...

Trans Energy, Inc. To 02/17/2014 WOWK-TV - Online Te Vie
Present At EnerCom's The xt w
Qil & Services Conference™ Clip

12 In San Francisco
...with the most up to date information on the
Company and its operations. About Trans Energy,
Inc. Trans Energy, Inc. (OTCQB: TENG) is a pure
play Marcellus Shale Forward-looking statements in
this release do not constitute guarantees of future
performance.C Such forward-looking statements...

Trans Energy, Inc. To 02/17/2014 WIRF-TV - Online Te Vie
Present At EnerCom's The xt w
Qil & Services Conference™ Clip

12 In San Francisco
...with the most up to date information on the
Company and its operations. About Trans Energy,
Inc. Trans Energy, Inc. (OTCQB: TENG) is a pure
play Marcellus Shale oil and gas exploration and
development company, headquartered in the
Appalachian Basin. Further information can be
found on the Company's...

Trans Energy, Inc. To 02/17/2014 WVNS-TV - Online Te Vie
Present At EnerCom's The xt w
Qil & Services Conference™ Clip

12 In San Francisco
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...with the most up to date information on the
Company and its operations. About Trans Energy,
Inc. Trans Energy, Inc. (OTCQB: TENG) is a pure
play Marcellus Shale Forward-looking statements in
this release do not constitute guarantees of future
performance.C Such forward-looking statements...
Citizen groups push for 02/17/2014 Charleston Gazette - Online,
broader water reforms The

...the state Capitol on Monday, hoping to convince
lawmakers that last month's Elk River chemical spill
is proof that major changes are needed in how West

Virginia protects its water. As part of its annual E-

Day, West Virginia Environmental Council
organizers urged the Legislature...
Drilling waste could go to 02/17/2014 MetroNews - Online
Iandfills

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Permitted landfills
would be allowed to accept more cuttings and waste
from natural gas drilling sites with a bill that's now
pending in the House Judiciary Committee. A
public hearing on HB 4411, which the House
Energy Committee...
1 month after spill, W. 02/17/2014 Journal - Online, The
Virginians wary of water

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — More than a month
after chemicals seeped into West Virginia's biggest
water supply, Jeanette Maddox would rather bundle
up, drive to a shopping center parking lot and fill
jugs of water...
Local student launching 02/17/2014 Journal - Online, The
partnership with NASA

...only a handful of individuals who receive the
award each year. Ellis, a graduate of Jefferson High
School who studied at Shepherd University and
West Virginia University, did not initially plan on
entering a career in the sciences. According to
proud parents Karen and Roger Ellis, Justin
enjoyed...
NC Gov. McCrory briefed on 02/17/2014 WOWK-TV - Online
Duke coal ash lawsuit

...intervening in lawsuits against Duke Energy,
resulting in a negotiated settlement that fined the
$50 billion corporation $99,000 to resolve

violations over groundwater contamination leaching

from two huge coal ash dumps. Environmentalists
criticized the modest fines as a sweetheart deal that

included...
Citizens gear up for drilling 02/17/2014 Charleston Gazette - Online,
waste hearing The

Te Vie

Te Vie
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...up for a public hearing this evening on a bill
aimed at exempting from West Virginia's landmark
landfill tonnage limits waste from the boom in
natural gas drilling in the state's Marcellus Shale
region. The House Judiciary Committee scheduled
the public hearing on the bill (HB4411) for 5...
Editorials from around Ohio 02/17/2014 Intelligencer - Online, The Te¢ Vie

...are pretty much in sync on taxes in general: the
lower, the better. But they have different visions
when it comes to a severance tax on oil and natural
gas drilling, and that's to the benefit of eastern Ohio.
Kasich wants a higher tax on drilling activity than
many Republicans in the Legislature...

NC Gov. McCrory briefed on 02/17/2014 WITRF-TV - Online Te Vie
Duke coal ash lawsuit xt w

...intervening in lawsuits against Duke Energy,
resulting in a negotiated settlement that fined the
$50 billion corporation $99,111 to resolve
violations over groundwater contamination leaching
from two huge coal ash dumps. Environmentalists
criticized the modest fines as a sweetheart deal that

included...
Residents still wary of water 02/17/2014 Herald-Dispatch - Online, The Te Vie
Xow
Feb. 17,2014 @ 09:24 PM CHARLESTON —
More than a month after chemicals seeped into West
Virginia's biggest water supply, Jeanette Maddox
would rather bundle up, drive to a shopping center
parking lot and fill jugs of water...
Citizens speak against frack 02/17/2014 Charleston Gazette - Online, Te Vie
waste bill The Xt w
CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- Of 20 speakers at a
House hearing Monday, only one -- an industry
representative -- spoke in favor of a bill that would
exempt natural gas drilling waste in the Marcellus
Shale region from the state's landfill tonnage limits.
Charlie Burd, executive director of the
Independent...
NC Gov. McCrory briefed on 02/17/2014 Intelligencer - Online, The Te¢ Vie
Duke coal ash lawsuit xt w
...intervening in lawsuits against Duke Energy,
resulting in a negotiated settlement that fined the
$50 billion corporation $99,111 to resolve
violations over groundwater contamination leaching
from two huge coal ash dumps. Environmentalists
criticized the modest fines as a sweetheart deal that
included...
NC Gov. McCrory briefed on 02/17/2014 Journal - Online, The Te Vie
Duke coal ash lawsuit xt w
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Clip

...intervening in lawsuits against Duke Energy,
resulting in a negotiated settlement that fined the
$50 billion corporation $99,000 to resolve
violations over groundwater contamination leaching
from two huge coal ash dumps. Environmentalists
criticized the modest fines as a sweetheart deal that

included...

John Ellison Visits WVU-P 02/17/2014 WTAP-TV - Online Te Vie
Xt w

Bom on the banks of the Kanawha River, John

Ellison left his hometown of Montgomery, West
Virginia at the age of 17 with all of his clothes
packed in a small grocery bag. Ellison first used his
coal mining father's guitar in a...

Report from Athens shows 02/17/2014 Parkersburg News and Sentinel Te Vie
impact of shale Online Xt w

...area residents. * The influence of shale
development on the local economy. As a major
research institution located within the state's Utica
and Marcellus shale plays, Ohio University has a
responsibility to address the complex economic,
social, environmental and technical questions
associated...

Fact-Checking the Bill Nye-Marsha Blackburn Climate Change 'Debate’ | View Clip
02/17/2014
Wire, The

NBC
If you are not the sort of person who watches Meet the Press (because you are not an
old person), you may have missed Sunday's "debate" between Tennessee Rep. Marsha
Blackburn and Mr. William Nye, Science Guy. Allow me to summarize: There is no
actual debate over climate change. Allow me to summarize at greater length:
Blackburn was full of misinformation and Nye seemed sleepy.

I pulled out the assertions presented by the participants in the discussion and evaluated
them for truth. That's the point of a debate, right? To use facts to make a point? The
Meet the Press conversation mirrored the climate change "debate" at large, which is far
less a debate than a siege between people who will and people who will not accept the
presented scientific facts.

Here's an example of how this will work. The segment, which you can watch here ,
begins inauspiciously, with a quote from NBC weatherguy Al Roker.

Al Roker :
Is it a natural cycle? Is it — is it due to human interference or human conditions that
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we have created? That remains open to debate. But there is no doubt the climate is
changing.
Rating: False

What Roker's doing here 1s what you might call skepticism-once-removed. He's too
smart and too prominent to deny that climate change exists, but he also doesn't want to
get nasty emails from people who hate the idea that anyone would say climate change
exists. (I, however, welcome such emails !) So he walks a wishy-washy and incorrect

middle road: climate change 1s real, but is it humanity's fault?

It is humanity's fault, at least according to the same scientists that say it is happening,
which is nearly every climate scientist with only a few isolated exceptions. A survey of
climate studies completed last year found that 97 percent of 4,000 studies blamed
human activity for warmer temperatures — more greenhouse gas emissions from fossil
fuel-burning leading to more heat trapped in the atmosphere. Roker is wrong.

That was an error before the discussion even began, compiled when host David
Gregory showed a snippet of a climate change denier from the Cato Institute, which
was completely wrong. (He claimed that people lived more places which explained an
increase in expensive disasters. Which doesn't explain the big increase in such disasters
mthe US.)

So what did the guests have to say? After Blackburn reminded people that Bill Nye
was "an engineer and actor," she insisted that they look at "the information that we get
from climate scientists.” Here are the show's other factual assertions, in chronological

order.

Blackburn :
Even the president's own Science and Technology Office head Mister Holdren says no
one single weather event 1s due specifically to climate change.
Rating: True
In fact, almost every scientist says that no single weather event is due to climate
change specifically. Climate and weather are not the same thing: the former addresses
long-term trends; the latter, short-term events. ( This video offers a terrific
visualization of the difference.) So while climate change will mean more of certain
types of events — rainier storms, more ferocious hurricanes, more flooding — they
themselves don't prove climate change. Blackburn's both responding to how Gregory
framed the segment, using recent weather events as a news hook, but also intentionally
trying to suggest that there's no link between weather and climate. Which, in the
aggregate, there 1s.

Or, as Nye says in his rebuttal: "That you cannot tie any one event to that is not the
same as doubt about the whole thing."

Blackburn :

And when you look at the fact that we have gone from 320 parts per million 0.032, to
0.040 four hundred parts per million, what you do is realize it's very slight.
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Rating: False
Blackburn tries to downplay the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere by talking
about the amounts in very, very small decimals. Which they are: If I took $400 versus
$320 out of your million dollars, you wouldn't be terribly upset.

But that's intentionally misleading. The difference between the two is an increase of 25
percent over the past 50 years — after thousands and thousands of years of it being
lower. Last year, The New York Times explained that the level of carbon dioxide now
in our atmosphere is a "concentration not seen on the earth for millions of years." And
at that point, "the world's ice caps were smaller, and the sea level might have been as
much as 60 or 80 feet higher."

Why hasn't that happened now? Because "it takes a long time to melt ice," as one
scientist told the Times . But we're getting there.

Blackburn :

[TThere is not consensus [on climate change] and you can look at the latest IPCC
Report and look at Doctor Lindzen from MIT. His rejection of that or Judith Curry ...
from Georgia Tech. There is not consensus there.

Rating: False
This is just cherry-picking. Finding two people who disagree with the thousands of
other scientists doesn't constitute debate any more than scoring a field goal when you're
down 70 points makes the game a tie.

What's more, as MSNBC's Ned Resnikoff points out , Blackburn didn't even pick very
good cherries.

Blackburn cited two climate scientists to make her point: One who has been “ wrong
about nearly every major climate argument he's made over the past two decades ,”
according to fellow environmental scientist Dana Nuccitelli, and another who recently
said, “ it's clear that adding more carbon dioxide to the atmosphere will warm the
planet .”

Blackburn :

[E]ven Director McCarthy from the EPA in answering questions from Congressman
Pompeo before our committee, said reaching all of the 26 U.S. goals is not going to
have an impact globally.

Rating: Mostly true
During the discussion between Kansas Rep. Mike Pompeo and EPA administrator Gina
McCarthy (which can be seen here ), McCarthy did say that the 26 steps the EPA
would like to adopt to scale back America's greenhouse gas pollution wouldn't, in
themselves, solve climate change. That's because other countries — like China
— wouldn't be affected and would continue to pump out carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gasses.

But that doesn't mean that there would be no impact. If the American example of

fighting emissions could serve as a model for other countries, it would have broader
value. Fighting climate change is not something we can win by ourselves.
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We didn't win World War II by ourselves either. It took multiple countries coming
together to defeat the Axis threat. What McCarthy, the head of our environmental
military, suggests is that we get on a war footing.

Nye :
[What I would encourage everybody to do is back up and let's agree on the facts.
Would you say that the Antarctic has less ice than it used to?
Rating: False
Let's get this out of the way: Bill Nye looked tired. He was in California, and it was
carly, but there's no question this was not the perky Bill Nye that used to freak out at us
in his science TV show.

That said, Nye simply misspoke. The Antarctic has not seen significantly less ice. As 1
noted last month, because there is land under Antarctica, its behavior is different than
the ice in the Arctic. "[Antarctica] is losing continental ice while sea ice has been
increasing by about 1 percent a decade," one scientist explained to The Guardian .

Nye meant to refer to the Arctic , where sea ice has continually been decreasing, to the
point that it now serves as an effective shipping lane in summer months. How do I
know he meant to refer to the Arctic? He held up a picture of the Arctic, as seen above.
At some point, probably in the next decade, the Arctic will be ice-free during the
summer. That's the fact Nye wants Blackburn to agree to.

Blackburn :

Now, you know, when you look at the social cost of carbon, and there is a lot of
ambiguity around that, what you also need to be doing is looking at the benefits of
carbon and what that has on increased agriculture production.

Rating: False
Blackburn's main point — in fact, the main point of he Republican colleagues and of
the fossil fuel industry at large — is that stopping climate change would be expensive.
Which is largely true: It means that coal plants and heavy industry wouldn't be able to
release greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere for free where the long-term costs
would be borne by other people in the form of increased floods or droughts.

ThinkProgress did a good job rebutting the "CO2 is good for plants” schtick. While
small amounts of the gas are critical for plants to grow, it points out that the California
drought, almost certainly exacerbated by if not entirely due to climate change, has
hardly been a boon for the state's agricultural centers.

The site also explains a bit more about the "social cost of carbon." That cost "is the
formula used by federal regulators to calculate how carbon pollution harms public
health, the environment, property value, and other issues" — and could be as much as

$129 per ton by 2020 under some emissions scenarios.

Again, Blackburn claims there's ambiguity to the figure. In part that's because the cost

Freedom_0003438_0026



varies depending on how much we keep emitting. If Blackburn and her colleagues
accept a value for that "social cost," her cost-benefit analysis starts to work against
polluters. After all, any cost to prevent the emission of carbon dioxide that's less than
$129 a ton (or whatever the final figure) becomes preferable under any cost-benefit
analysis, even if it mandates regulation of the industry. And polluters and their
advocates don't want to incur any additional cost, because it's bad for profits.

Nye :

So the fewer very dirty coal-fired power plants we have, the better. The less energy we
waste, the better. The less inefficient our transportation systems are, the better. The
more reliable our electricity transmission systems are, the better.

Rating: True
If you want to fight climate change, you have to fight carbon dioxide and greenhouse
gas emissions. And if you want to fight those emissions, you need to limit emissions
from coal-burning power plants, the main source of CO2 emissions . And you need to
use less energy in general, reducing the need to burn coal to create electricity. You
need to see less waste in the transmission process. It's a pretty simple calculus.

Blackburn :
Bill doesn't like coal-fired electricity plants. You've got 1,200 that are coming up in
other nations right now.
Rating: True
The World Resources Institute released a report in 2012 that articulated the upcoming
boom in new coal plants — some 1,199 planned in 59 countries. In some cases, these
are developing countries that are starting to see an emergent and energy-hungry middle
class. In other cases, it's additional capacity in nations like China.

Blackburn's point from this is theoretically that we should look for a "way to achieve
efficiencies" in coal-burning, which isn't really clearly explained in this context. But
really she's undermining her own point: the issue of carbon emissions is only becoming
more urgent, and the need to provide a disincentive for building those 1,199 plants
more critical. Which Obama has proposed. In his climate change speech last year, the
president introduced new policies aimed at making new coal-burning plants less
economically appealing.

Blackburn :
Carbon emissions are at the lowest they've been since 1994.
Rating: False
It's true that carbon emissions had been on the decline, hitting levels in 2012 that were
the lowest in a long time, but in 2013 emissions went back up . While increased
efficiency, one of the factors Blackburn cites, did help keep emissions low, the two
other big reasons emissions fell during recent years were the slower economy
(resulting in less electricity use) and the natural gas boom from fracking (meaning less
coal-burning). To keep emissions down, we would need to keep moving from coal to
natural gas as an electricity source, which Blackburn doesn't want to do.
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David Gregory :
This debate goes on.
Rating: False
The debate is over. If Meet the Press covered the topic more — in 2013, according to
Media Matters , it failed "to offer a single substantial mention of climate change" —
Gregory might know that.

Return to Top

Lawsuit cites N.Y. delays with "fracking" study | View Clip
02/17/2014
NAREIT SmartBrief

A group claiming to represent 70,000 landowners has filed a lawsuit against the state
of New York and Gov. Andrew Cuomo, saying delays in a study of hydraulic
fracturing of natural gas wells are costing their clients financial gains. New York halted
"fracking” in 2008 for an environmental study, and in January, state environmental
commissioner Joe Martens said there will be no regulations before April 2015.

Published in Brief

Return to Top

NY state eyes study's high-speed rail proposals | View Clip
02/17/2014
Washington Examiner - Online

AP Staff Writer « | FEBRUARY 17,2014 AT 10:15 AM

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New York transportation officials are setting up public
hearings to discuss options for an idea that has been kicked around for years but has yet
to leave the station: high-speed passenger rail service.

Boosting the speeds of trains traveling Amtrak's Empire Corridor between New York
City and Niagara Falls has been the goal of industry leaders, elected officials and
transit advocates for two decades. Progress may be coming down the line now that the
state Department of Transportation and the Federal Railroad Administration have
scheduled hearings next month in six upstate cities along the 463-mile corridor.

New York was required to conduct the environmental review to be eligible for any new
federal funding for high-speed rail, according to DOT spokesman Beau Duffy.

"It has taken longer than anyone had wanted, but we're happy this draft is out and the
hearings are scheduled," said Bruce Becker of East Amherst, president of the Empire
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State Passengers Association, a passenger rail advocacy group.

The public meetings will be held between March 4 and March 14, starting in Albany
and followed by Syracuse, Buffalo, Rochester, Utica and Poughkeepsie. The public
will have the opportunity to view displays and question experts about the plans.

The environmental review analyzes the five most viable higher-speed options for trains
with top operating speeds of 79, 90, 110 and 125 mph. The current top speed allowed
west of Schenectady is 79 mph, although the study said the current average speed for

Amtrak trains traveling between Buffalo and Albany barely tops 50 mph. Trains
traveling between Albany and Manhattan can go as fast as 110 mph along some
stretches.

The costs of the plans range from $1.7 billion to $6.2 billion, with the most expensive
calling for construction of a third track dedicated to passenger trains traveling the 273
miles between Schenectady and the Amtrak station in Depew, just east of Buffalo. That
plan, favored by Beck's group, would also add a fourth passenger track over a
combined distance of nearly 40 miles in five separate locations.

Once the state selects its option, the FRA must sign off on the plan, which isn't
expected to happen for an additional six months to a year, Duffy said.

Amtrak must share existing rail lines with CSX freight trains that are given track
priority, a situation that frequently causes delays for the passenger trains. The main
cast-west choke point is the single track that runs between Albany and Schenectady.

Upgrades to that 17-mile existing stretch were completed in December, while work on
a new second track between the two cities is expected to begin this year, Duffy said.

New York's efforts at high-speed rail, or at least higher-speed service, have not
succeeded in the past. In December 2012, the state auctioned off surplus train cars and
other rail equipment from a failed project to improve service between Albany and New

York City. The state bought the trains and related gear in 1998, during the Pataki
administration, to test higher-speed service along the Hudson River. Technical
problems and the inability of the tracks to support the faster trains sidelined the project.

State officials say high-speed trains can boost tourism and economic development in
the upstate region, as well as reduce highway traffic and pollution. Improving Amtrak's
on-time record and increasing the frequency of trains running between Manhattan and
Buffalo would move New York state much closer to that goal, Becker said.

"Folks are using Amtrak," Becker said. "With improvement in reliability and shorter
trip times, we feel more and more folks will pick Amtrak over flying to New York City

or driving."

Web URL: http://washingtonexaminer.com/article/2119008
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Fact-Checking the Bill Nye-Marsha Blackburn Climate Change 'Debate’ | View Clip
02/17/2014
Wire, The

NBC

If you are not the sort of person who watches Meet the Press (because you are not an
old person), you may have missed Sunday's "debate" between Tennessee Rep. Marsha
Blackburn and Mr. William Nye, Science Guy. Allow me to summarize: There is no
actual debate over climate change. Allow me to summarize at greater length:
Blackburn was full of misinformation and Nye seemed sleepy.

I pulled out the assertions presented by the participants in the discussion and evaluated
them for truth. That's the point of a debate, right? To use facts to make a point? The
Meet the Press conversation mirrored the climate change "debate" at large, which is far
less a debate than a siege between people who will and people who will not accept the
presented scientific facts.

Here's an example of how this will work. The segment, which you can watch here,
begins inauspiciously, with a quote from NBC weatherguy Al Roker.

Al Roker:

Is it a natural cycle? Is it — is it due to human interference or human conditions that
we have created? That remains open to debate. But there is no doubt the climate is
changing.

Rating: False
What Roker's doing here is what you might call skepticism-once-removed. He's too
smart and too prominent to deny that climate change exists, but he also doesn't want to
get nasty emails from people who hate the idea that anyone would say climate change
exists. (I, however, welcome such emails!) So he walks a wishy-washy and incorrect
middle road: climate change 1s real, but is it humanity's fault?

It is humanity's fault, at least according to the same scientists that say it is happening,
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which is nearly every climate scientist with only a few isolated exceptions. A survey of
climate studies completed last year found that 97 percent of 4,000 studies blamed
human activity for warmer temperatures — more greenhouse gas emissions from fossil
fuel-burning leading to more heat trapped in the atmosphere. Roker is wrong.

That was an error before the discussion even began, compiled when host David
Gregory showed a snippet of a climate change denier from the Cato Institute, which
was completely wrong. (He claimed that people lived more places which explained an
increase in expensive disasters. Which doesn't explain the big increase in such disasters
in the U.S))

So what did the guests have to say? After Blackburn reminded people that Bill Nye
was "an engineer and actor," she insisted that they look at "the information that we get
from climate scientists.” Here are the show's other factual assertions, in chronological

order.

Blackbum:

Even the president's own Science and Technology Office head Mister Holdren says no
one single weather event 1s due specifically to climate change.

Rating: True
In fact, almost every scientist says that no single weather event is due to climate
change specifically. Climate and weather are not the same thing: the former addresses
long-term trends; the latter, short-term events. (This video offers a terrific visualization
of the difference.) So while climate change will mean more of certain types of events
— rainier storms, more ferocious hurricanes, more flooding — they themselves don't
prove climate change. Blackburn's both responding to how Gregory framed the
segment, using recent weather events as a news hook, but also intentionally trying to
suggest that there's no link between weather and climate. Which, in the aggregate, there
is.

Or, as Nye says in his rebuttal: "That you cannot tie any one event to that is not the
same as doubt about the whole thing."
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Blackbum:

And when you look at the fact that we have gone from 320 parts per million 0.032, to
0.040 four hundred parts per million, what you do is realize it's very slight.

Rating: False
Blackburn tries to downplay the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere by talking
about the amounts in very, very small decimals. Which they are: If I took $400 versus
$320 out of your million dollars, you wouldn't be terribly upset.

But that's intentionally misleading. The difference between the two is an increase of 25
percent over the past 50 years — after thousands and thousands of years of it being
lower. Last year, The New York Times explained that the level of carbon dioxide now
in our atmosphere is a "concentration not seen on the earth for millions of years." And
at that point, "the world's ice caps were smaller, and the sea level might have been as
much as 60 or 80 feet higher."

Why hasn't that happened now? Because "it takes a long time to melt ice," as one
scientist told the Times. But we're getting there.

Blackbum:

[TThere is not consensus [on climate change] and you can look at the latest IPCC
Report and look at Doctor Lindzen from MIT. His rejection of that or Judith Curry ...
from Georgia Tech. There is not consensus there.

Rating: False
This is just cherry-picking. Finding two people who disagree with the thousands of
other scientists doesn't constitute debate any more than scoring a field goal when you're
down 70 points makes the game a tie.

What's more, as MSNBC's Ned Resnikoff points out, Blackburn didn't even pick very
good cherries.

Blackburn cited two climate scientists to make her point: One who has been “wrong
about nearly every major climate argument he's made over the past two decades,”
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according to fellow environmental scientist Dana Nuccitelli, and another who recently
said, “it's clear that adding more carbon dioxide to the atmosphere will warm the
planet.”

Blackbum:

[E]ven Director McCarthy from the EPA in answering questions from Congressman
Pompeo before our committee, said reaching all of the 26 U.S. goals is not going to
have an impact globally.

Rating: Mostly true
During the discussion between Kansas Rep. Mike Pompeo and EPA administrator Gina
McCarthy (which can be seen here), McCarthy did say that the 26 steps the EPA would
like to adopt to scale back America's greenhouse gas pollution wouldn't, in themselves,
solve climate change. That's because other countries — like China — wouldn't be
affected and would continue to pump out carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gasses.

But that doesn't mean that there would be no impact. If the American example of
fighting emissions could serve as a model for other countries, it would have broader
value. Fighting climate change is not something we can win by ourselves.

We didn't win World War II by ourselves either. It took multiple countries coming
together to defeat the Axis threat. What McCarthy, the head of our environmental
military, suggests is that we get on a war footing.

Nye:

[W]hat I would encourage everybody to do is back up and let's agree on the facts.
Would you say that the Antarctic has less ice than i1t used to?

Rating: False
Let's get this out of the way: Bill Nye looked tired. He was in California, and it was

carly, but there's no question this was not the perky Bill Nye that used to freak out at us
in his science TV show.

That said, Nye simply misspoke. The Antarctic has not seen significantly less ice. As 1
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noted last month, because there is land under Antarctica, its behavior is different than
the ice in the Arctic. "[Antarctica] is losing continental ice while sea ice has been
increasing by about 1 percent a decade,” one scientist explained to The Guardian.

Nye meant to refer to the Arctic, where sea ice has continually been decreasing, to the
point that it now serves as an effective shipping lane in summer months. How do I
know he meant to refer to the Arctic? He held up a picture of the Arctic, as seen above.
At some point, probably in the next decade, the Arctic will be ice-free during the
summer. That's the fact Nye wants Blackburn to agree to.

Blackbum:

Now, you know, when you look at the social cost of carbon, and there is a lot of
ambiguity around that, what you also need to be doing is looking at the benefits of
carbon and what that has on increased agriculture production.

Rating: False
Blackburn's main point — in fact, the main point of he Republican colleagues and of
the fossil fuel industry at large — is that stopping climate change would be expensive.
Which is largely true: It means that coal plants and heavy industry wouldn't be able to
release greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere for free where the long-term costs
would be borne by other people in the form of increased floods or droughts.

ThinkProgress did a good job rebutting the "CO2 is good for plants” schtick. While
small amounts of the gas are critical for plants to grow, it points out that the California
drought, almost certainly exacerbated by if not entirely due to climate change, has
hardly been a boon for the state's agricultural centers.

The site also explains a bit more about the "social cost of carbon." That cost "is the
formula used by federal regulators to calculate how carbon pollution harms public
health, the environment, property value, and other issues" — and could be as much as
$129 per ton by 2020 under some emissions scenarios.

Again, Blackburn claims there's ambiguity to the figure. In part that's because the cost
varies depending on how much we keep emitting. If Blackburn and her colleagues
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accept a value for that "social cost," her cost-benefit analysis starts to work against
polluters. After all, any cost to prevent the emission of carbon dioxide that's less than
$129 a ton (or whatever the final figure) becomes preferable under any cost-benefit
analysis, even if it mandates regulation of the industry. And polluters and their
advocates don't want to incur any additional cost, because it's bad for profits.

Nye:

So the fewer very dirty coal-fired power plants we have, the better. The less energy we
waste, the better. The less inefficient our transportation systems are, the better. The
more reliable our electricity transmission systems are, the better.

Rating: True
If you want to fight climate change, you have to fight carbon dioxide and greenhouse
gas emissions. And if you want to fight those emissions, you need to limit emissions
from coal-burning power plants, the main source of CO2 emissions. And you need to
use less energy in general, reducing the need to burn coal to create electricity. You
need to see less waste in the transmission process. It's a pretty simple calculus.

Blackbum:

Bill doesn't like coal-fired electricity plants. You've got 1,200 that are coming up in
other nations right now.

Rating: True
The World Resources Institute released a report in 2012 that articulated the upcoming
boom in new coal plants — some 1,199 planned in 59 countries. In some cases, these
are developing countries that are starting to see an emergent and energy-hungry middle
class. In other cases, it's additional capacity in nations like China.

Blackburn's point from this is theoretically that we should look for a "way to achieve
efficiencies" in coal-burning, which isn't really clearly explained in this context. But
really she's undermining her own point: the issue of carbon emissions is only becoming
more urgent, and the need to provide a disincentive for building those 1,199 plants
more critical. Which Obama has proposed. In his climate change speech last year, the
president introduced new policies aimed at making new coal-burning plants less
economically appealing.
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Blackburn:
Carbon emissions are at the lowest they've been since 1994.

Rating: False
It's true that carbon emissions had been on the decline, hitting levels in 2012 that were
the lowest in a long time, but in 2013 emissions went back up. While increased
efficiency, one of the factors Blackburn cites, did help keep emissions low, the two
other big reasons emissions fell during recent years were the slower economy
(resulting in less electricity use) and the natural gas boom from fracking (meaning less
coal-burning). To keep emissions down, we would need to keep moving from coal to
natural gas as an electricity source, which Blackburn doesn't want to do.

David Gregory:
This debate goes on.

Rating: False
The debate is over. If Meet the Press covered the topic more — in 2013, according to
Media Matters, it failed "to offer a single substantial mention of climate change" —
Gregory might know that.

Return to Top

Janet Yellen?s problem | View Clip
02/17/2014
Human Events

Stock markets cheered Janet Yellen's maiden congressional testimony this past week,
as the new Fed chair emphasized the word “continuity” and offered no boat-rocking
surprises. Continuity? I assume she means a steady diet of tapered bond purchases that
will lead to the end of QE3 this autumn. In other words, investors seemed to think QE
has run its course, probably overstayed its welcome, and that it's time the Fed got out
of the bond-buying business, since that policy isn't doing much good and may be doing
harm.

Ever the Keynesian who subscribes to the non-existent, long-term trade-off between

employment and inflation, Yellen did express worries about long-term layoffs and the
shrinking size of the labor-participation rate. She's right about that. The labor situation
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1s subpar.

The employment-to-population ratio is only 58.5 percent, way below its year-2000
peak of 65 percent. The participation rate is a low 62.8 percent, way below its modern
average. The Joint Economic Committee estimates that jobs are 4.5 million below the
employment trend line since 1960, and 7 million below Ronald Reagan's recovery rate.
And average monthly private-payroll increases are only 178,000 in Obama's recovery.

Compare that with the Reagan monthly rate of 330,000.

So Yellen is right to be worried about jobs. But she's wrong to think the Fed can do
much about this.

Holding back growth and jobs are a series of tax and regulatory barriers that must be
fixed if we are to move from secular stagnation back to traditional American
prosperity. Obamacare is at the top of the list. The CBO puts the essential job loss at
2.5 million. It will be worse unless Obamacare 1s repealed.

Perverse Obamacare incentives will penalize industrious people as they climb the

ladder of opportunity. They will lose their health care subsidies and land in higher

income-tax brackets. This steep subsidy cliff is a work trap that becomes a poverty
trap.

If it pays less to work, people will work less. The Fed has nothing to do with this.

But there's more holding back the economy than Obamacare. A recent report by Tax
Foundation president Scott Hodge shows that the U.S. has the worst corporate and
capital-gains tax structures among the OECD developed countries. The EPA is going
to destroy the coal industry. The Obama administration refuses to open up federal lands
for oil-and-gas fracking and drilling, even though the energy revolution is a high-
paying job creator. And the National Labor Relations Board is pushing for snap

“ambush elections” to promote unionization.

These are all job killers, but the Fed has nothing to do with them.

But the Fed does control inflation, which is a monetary phenomenon. And I'll give
Yellen and her predecessor Ben Bernanke plenty of credit for today's low 1 percent
inflation rate. But I don't understand why the Fed's planners want to raise inflation to
around 2.5 percent. Higher inflation is a tax on consumers, families, investors, jobs and

growth.

Paul Volcker made this point in a recent speech at the Economic Club of New York.
Price stability, not monetary fine-tuning, is good for growth. And price stability, which
ultimately means protecting King Dollar, requires clear monetary rules to maintain

credibility.

But I'm not seeing any rules.
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The Fed has already dropped its 6.5 percent unemployment threshold, which would
have signaled a higher fed funds target rate with cash withdrawals from the banking
system. No rule has replaced this. And in the fifth year of economic recovery, you have
to ask why the Fed central planners are still operating a so-called unconventional
policy. Instead, they need to lay the groundwork for normalization, which means
higher rates.

Professor Allan Meltzer points out that more than 95 percent of the reserves that the
Fed supplied under QE2 and QE3 sit idle on bank balance sheets. That money is not
circulating through the economy. M2 money growth hasn't budged from its 5 to 6
range. That $2.5 trillion in excess reserves has got to be whittled down gradually.

Yet Yellen made no attempt to pave the way for a transition to normalcy. And that
includes interest rates. The Taylor rule suggests a 1.25 percent federal funds rate would
be appropriate today. And a return to normal interest rates and the end of Fed credit-
channeling would help the economy grow.

For most of the time under Paul Volcker and Alan Greenspan, the Fed operated a
market-price rule that used gold, commodities, bond spreads and the dollar to guide the
money supply and interest rates. It worked. Many now believe a nominal GDP rule
would also help. Unfortunately, Yellen has backed away from all of these rules.

It's the job of Congress and the president to create jobs by reforming taxes, regulations
and Obamacare. Yellen should limit her focus to stable prices and a reliable King
Dollar.

Return to Top

John Kerry Calls Climate Change "World's Most Fearsome' Weapon Of Mass Destruction | View

Clip
02/17/2014

Think Progress

Secretary of State John Kerry gave perhaps his strongest climate speech in Indonesia
Sunday. He called climate change the “world's most fearsome” weapon of mass
destruction and said “the science of climate change is leaping out at us like a scene
from a 3D movie. It's warning us; it's compelling us to act.”

At the same time, a must-read new analysis by Oil Change International finds that “all
of the scenarios used by the State Department” in their Final Environmental Impact
Study (EIS) of the Keystone XL tar sands pipeline “result in emissions that put us on a
path to 6 degrees C (11°F) of global warming according to the International Energy
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Agency (IEA).” Talk about mass destruction!

IEA Chief Economist Fatih Birol famously said of 11°F warming, “even school
children know this will have catastrophic implications for all of us.”

Kerry's Jakarta climate speech, the first in a series on the urgency of action, would
appear to be utterly irreconcilable with a decision to construct the Keystone XL
pipeline, a decision that rests almost entirely on Kerry's shoulders. Kerry explained:

When 97 percent of scientists agree on anything, we need to listen, and we need to
respond.

Well, 97 percent of climate scientists have confirmed that climate change is happening
and that human activity is responsible. These scientists agree on the causes of these
changes and they agree on the potential effects. They agree that the emission of
greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide contributes heavily to climate change. They
agree that the energy sources that we've relied on for decades to fuel our cars and to
heat our homes or to air condition our homes, to — all the things that provide us
electricity like oil and coal — that these are largely responsible for sending those
greenhouse gases up into the atmosphere. ..

And they agree that, if we continue to go down the same path that we are going down
today, the world as we know it will change — and it will change dramatically for the
Worse.

You can watch the whole speech here:

Sunday's speech is utterly at odds with State's logic-twisting Keystone-friendly
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Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Keystone XL pipeline. For
instance, Kerry says:

One of the arguments that we do hear is that it's going to be too expensive to be able to
address climate change. I have to tell you, that assertion could not be less grounded in
fact. In fact, it's exactly the opposite. Serious analysts understand that the costs of
doing nothing far outweigh the costs of investing in solutions now. You do not need a
degree in economics or a graduate degree in business in order to understand that the
cost of flooding, the cost of drought, the cost of famine, the cost of health care, the cost
of addressing this challenge is simply far less — the costs of addressing this challenge
are far less than the costs of doing nothing.

Well, since the costs of addressing climate change “are far less” than the cost of
inaction — and since fossil fuel combustion is the primary cause of climate change —
it seems pretty self-evident that the cheapest climate strategy is to leave the dirtiest
pools of carbon in the ground. And there aren't many bigger, dirtier pools of carbon
than the Canadian tar sands.

“We can make good on the moral responsibility we all have to leave future generations
with a planet that is clean and healthy and sustainable for the future,” Kerry told the
audience in Indonesia. “You have a saying, I think, here in Indonesia, ‘Luka di kaki,
sakit seluruh badan'... it means ‘when there's a pain in the foot, the whole body feels

it,”” he continued. “Well, today in this interconnected world that we all live in, the fact

1s that hardship anywhere is actually felt by people everywhere. We all see it; we share
it.” Well, Keystone is more than a pain in the foot.

I'm not sure if Kerry has thought through the international implications of approving
Keystone, as I pointed out last year. The United States has already undermined its
standing to cajole other countries into climate commitments by expanding oil and gas
drilling as well as coal exports. But none of those were Kerry's decision, whereas
Keystone is.

Kerry said in Jakarta that for the problem of WMD, “We all have to approach this
challenge together.” Then he added, “The bottom line is this: it is the same thing with
climate change. And in a sense, climate change can now be considered another weapon
of mass destruction, perhaps the world's most fearsome weapon of mass destruction.”
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Climate change is indeed the world's most fearsome weapon of mass destruction. And
that makes the tar sands a hydrogen bomb, and it makes Keystone a loose nuke
delivery system or a poorly guarded WMD. We need to keep the tar sands locked
securely under ground where it can't harm our children and future generations.

The U.S. has a serious shot at hitting the 2020 target of a 17 percent cut in CO2
emissions from 2005 levels that Obama made for the 2009 climate talks in Copenhagen
— a target embraced in his Climate Action Plan (but utterly ignored by State's EIS).
That requires the President to embrace strong emissions reductions from existing coal-
fired power plants. But let's not pretend that target is either especially hard to hit or
scientifically meaningful (see “Developed Nations Must Cut Emissions In Half By
2020, Says New Study®).

That is to say, the fact Kerry can go to the other big emitters and commit to meeting
Obama's pledge is a necessary minimum condition to achieve a climate agreement, but
it is not sufficient. He needs some moral standing. He needs to be able to demonstrate

to the world the U.S. understands that far deeper cuts are needed post-2020 and that

means not sticking new spigots into huge, dirty carbon pools like the tar sands.

Kerry needs to show that his words are more than words, that he actually believes
climate change is the most fearsome WMD. Kerry must recommend to Obama that
Keystone be killed.

Kerry started as Secretary with clean hands on climate. But approving Keystone would
be like dipping his hands into the dirtiest, stickiest tar imaginable — they could never
be cleaned again.

The post John Kerry Calls Climate Change ‘World's Most Fearsome' Weapon Of Mass
Destruction appeared first on ThinkProgress.

Return to Top
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John Kerry Calls Climate Change "World's Most Fearsome' Weapon Of Mass Destruction | View
Clip
02/17/2014
Think Progress

"John Kerry Calls Climate Change ‘World's Most Fearsome' Weapon Of Mass
Destruction”

Secretary of State John Kerry gave perhaps his strongest climate speech in Indonesia
Sunday. He called climate change the “world's most fearsome” weapon of mass
destruction and said “the science of climate change is leaping out at us like a scene
from a 3D movie. It's warning us; it's compelling us to act.”

At the same time, a must-read new analysis by Oil Change International finds that “all
of the scenarios used by the State Department” in their Final Environmental Impact
Study (EIS) of the Keystone XL tar sands pipeline “result in emissions that put us on a
path to 6 degrees C (11°F) of global warming according to the International Energy
Agency (IEA).” Talk about mass destruction!

IEA Chief Economist Fatih Birol famously said of 11°F warming, “even school
children know this will have catastrophic implications for all of us.”

Kerry's Jakarta climate speech, the first in a series on the urgency of action, would
appear to be utterly irreconcilable with a decision to construct the Keystone XL
pipeline, a decision that rests almost entirely on Kerry's shoulders. Kerry explained:

When 97 percent of scientists agree on anything, we need to listen, and we need to
respond.

Well, 97 percent of climate scientists have confirmed that climate change is happening
and that human activity is responsible. These scientists agree on the causes of these
changes and they agree on the potential effects. They agree that the emission of
greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide contributes heavily to climate change. They
agree that the energy sources that we've relied on for decades to fuel our cars and to
heat our homes or to air condition our homes, to — all the things that provide us
electricity like oil and coal — that these are largely responsible for sending those
greenhouse gases up into the atmosphere. ..

And they agree that, if we continue to go down the same path that we are going down
today, the world as we know it will change — and it will change dramatically for the
Worse.

You can watch the whole speech here:

Sunday's speech is utterly at odds with State's logic-twisting Keystone-friendly

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Keystone XL pipeline. For
instance, Kerry says:
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One of the arguments that we do hear is that it's going to be too expensive to be able to
address climate change. I have to tell you, that assertion could not be less grounded in
fact. In fact, it's exactly the opposite. Serious analysts understand that the costs of
doing nothing far outweigh the costs of investing in solutions now. You do not need a
degree in economics or a graduate degree in business in order to understand that the
cost of flooding, the cost of drought, the cost of famine, the cost of health care, the cost
of addressing this challenge is simply far less — the costs of addressing this challenge
are far less than the costs of doing nothing.

Well, since the costs of addressing climate change “are far less” than the cost of
inaction — and since fossil fuel combustion is the primary cause of climate change —
it seems pretty self-evident that the cheapest climate strategy is to leave the dirtiest
pools of carbon in the ground. And there aren't many bigger, dirtier pools of carbon
than the Canadian tar sands.

“We can make good on the moral responsibility we all have to leave future generations
with a planet that is clean and healthy and sustainable for the future,” Kerry told the
audience in Indonesia. “You have a saying, I think, here in Indonesia, ‘Luka di kaki,
sakit seluruh badan'... it means ‘when there's a pain in the foot, the whole body feels

it,”” he continued. “Well, today in this interconnected world that we all live in, the fact

1s that hardship anywhere is actually felt by people everywhere. We all see it; we share
it.” Well, Keystone is more than a pain in the foot.

I'm not sure if Kerry has thought through the international implications of approving
Keystone, as I pointed out last year. The United States has already undermined its
standing to cajole other countries into climate commitments by expanding oil and gas
drilling as well as coal exports. But none of those were Kerry's decision, whereas
Keystone is.

Kerry said in Jakarta that for the problem of WMD, “We all have to approach this
challenge together.” Then he added, “The bottom line is this: it is the same thing with
climate change. And in a sense, climate change can now be considered another weapon
of mass destruction, perhaps the world's most fearsome weapon of mass destruction.”

Climate change is indeed the world's most fearsome weapon of mass destruction. And
that makes the tar sands a hydrogen bomb, and it makes Keystone a loose nuke
delivery system or a poorly guarded WMD. We need to keep the tar sands locked
securely under ground where it can't harm our children and future generations.

The U.S. has a serious shot at hitting the 2020 target of a 17 percent cut in CO2
emissions from 2005 levels that Obama made for the 2009 climate talks in Copenhagen
— a target embraced in his Climate Action Plan (but utterly ignored by State's EIS).
That requires the President to embrace strong emissions reductions from existing coal-
fired power plants. But let's not pretend that target is either especially hard to hit or
scientifically meaningful (see “Developed Nations Must Cut Emissions In Half By
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2020, Says New Study®).

That is to say, the fact Kerry can go to the other big emitters and commit to meeting
Obama's pledge is a necessary minimum condition to achieve a climate agreement, but
it is not sufficient. He needs some moral standing. He needs to be able to demonstrate

to the world the U.S. understands that far deeper cuts are needed post-2020 and that

means not sticking new spigots into huge, dirty carbon pools like the tar sands.

Kerry needs to show that his words are more than words, that he actually believes
climate change is the most fearsome WMD. Kerry must recommend to Obama that
Keystone be killed.

Kerry started as Secretary with clean hands on climate. But approving Keystone would
be like dipping his hands into the dirtiest, stickiest tar imaginable — they could never
be cleaned again.
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Fracking Well Blowout Causes Oil And Chemical Wastewater Spill In North Dakota | View Clip
02/17/2014
Think Progress

CREDIT: SHUTTERSTOCK An oil well owned by Whiting Petroleum Corp. started
leaking hydraulic fracturing fluid and spewing oil late on Thursday, after a blowout
that company and state officials said may take “a couple more days” to clear up,
according to Friday reports in Reuters . The well lost control after a blowout preventer
failed, and began leaking between 50 and 70 barrels (2,100 to 2,940 gallons) per day of
fracking fluid — a mixture of generally classified chemicals, water, and sand — and
200 barrels (8,400 gallons) per day of oil, the Reuters reports said. As of Friday, fluids
from the leak were being collected and trucked from the site. Whiting is maintaining
that none of the liquids entered the water, though some oily “mist” did spray onto the
frozen creek. “This [leak] is a large one and also a health and human risk, it's a big
one,” Lynn Helms, the head of the state's Department of Mineral Resources, said in a
conference call. “Pressure and control of a well is essentially priority number one for
oil and gas companies.” By Monday, it was unclear if the well had been fixed and if
the oil and wastewater had stopped leaking. Calls to both Whiting Petroleum and the
North Dakota Mineral Resources Department were not immediately returned. Though
the harmful effects of an oil leak are widely known, less is known about the effects of
the chemicals used in the hydraulic fracturing process. Fracking is a method of
extracting fossil fuels, coveted for its ability to increase the flow of oil or gas from a
well. This is done by injecting high-pressure water and chemicals miles deep into the
ground into subsurface rock, effectively “fracturing” the rock and allowing more
spaces for oil and gas to come through. The tactic is generally paired with horizontal
drilling. The high-pressure water and chemical injections generally result in a good
amount of wastewater, which is what Whiting's well is leaking along with oil. The
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specific chemical makeup of that water is a large part of why the practice is so
controversial, as public disclosure of what exactly is used in the water is largely self-
regulated by the fracking companies. Thanks to laws pushed by corporate front groups
like the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), states have allowed
minimum disclosure of the chemicals used in the fluid. In North Dakota, regulations
only require companies to disclosure chemicals that are classified as “hazardous
substances” by the Occupational Health and Safety Administration. But, as noted by
the National Resources Defense Council, OSHA does not classify all dangerous
chemicals as hazardous — only those that are shown to be dangerous in the workplace.
February has not been a good month for fossil fuel accidents. On the 13th, a train
carrying crude oil from Canada derailed in Pennsylvania, spilling an estimated 3,000 to
4,000 gallons of oil. On the same day, a natural gas pipeline exploded in Kentucky,
setting fires and destroying homes. Two days earlier on the 11th, 100,000 gallons of
coal slurry spilled into a waterway near Charleston, West Virginia — the latest woe for
a state that has been dealing with an unprecedented chemical spill. On that same day, a
Chevron natural gas well exploded in Greene County, Pennsylvania. The list goes on.
On February 2nd, a stormwater pipe burst under an unlined coal ash pond at a retired
coal plant in Eden, North Carolina, draining 82,000 tons of coal ash mixed with 27
million gallons of water into the Dan River — the 3rd largest coal ash spill in U.S.
history. On the 5th, 12,000 gallons of crude oil leaked from a Canadian Pacific
Railway train on Monday in Minnesota, dribbling oil along the tracks for 68 miles.
And on the 1st, a train carrying fuel oil, fertilizer, methanol derailed in southeast
Mississippi, forcing a local evacuation. The post Fracking Well Blowout Causes Oil
And Chemical Wastewater Spill In North Dakota appeared first on ThinkProgress .
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Landowner group files lawsuit against N.Y. governor over fracking | View Clip
02/17/2014
NAREIT SmartBrief

The Joint Landowners Coalition of New York has sued Gov. Andrew Cuomo, saying
he is overstepping his authority on hydraulic fracturing, which has been blocked in the
state since 2008. The group wants Cuomo's administration to speed up the completion
of two reviews on fracking, which are being conducted by the state's Department of
Environmental Conservation and Department of Health.

Published in Brief
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Bill Nye Criticizes Republican Rep. for Denying Climate Change | View Clip
02/17/2014
Christian Post - Online, The
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Bill Nye, known popularly as “The Science Guy” for his scientific kids show, speaks at
The Creation Museum during a debate with Ken Ham Tuesday night.

By Stoyan Zaimov, Christian Post Reporter

Bill Nye "The Science Guy" has criticized Tennessee Republican Rep. Marsha
Blackburn for disputing the reality of climate change, insisting that the scientific
community accepts it as fact. He also called for legislation to tackle climate change.

"There 1s no debate in the scientific community. And I encourage the congresswoman
to look at the facts," Nye said in a debate on "Meet the Press" Sunday, NBC News
reported. "We need you to change things, not to deny what's happening.”

Blackburn, who is the vice chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee,
argued that there is no consensus on the subject.

"Neither he nor I are climate scientists. He's an engineer and actor; I'm a member of
Congress," Blackburn said, and noted that regardless of the validity of climate change,
lawmakers would still need to consider cost-benefiting solutions before imposing them.

Nye, who earlier this month debated Creation Museum CEO and President Ken Ham
on creationism and evolution, warning that the U.S. is in trouble if it teaches
creationism to children as science, argued that climate change needs to be tackled
immediately.

"It would be everybody's interests to just get going," he said. "The more we mess
around with this denial, the less we're going to get done."”

The question of climate change remains a controversial topic in American politics.

The Environmental Protection Agency is trying to create rules that would place limits
on carbon pollution. Climate change legislation passed by House Democrats in 2009
was stalled since Republicans won control of the house in 2010.

Republicans in Congress are, meanwhile, urging Obama to move forward with the
Keystone XL oil pipeline project, though the Obama administration remains concerned
over the environmental impact construction will have.

On Monday, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry called climate change one of the
world's most serious problems, alongside disease outbreaks, poverty, terrorism and the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

"We should not allow a tiny minority of shoddy scientists and science and extreme

ideologues to compete with scientific fact,” Kerry said at a speech at the U.S.
Embassy's function in Jakarta, Indonesia, CNN reported.
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His comments reflect warnings President Obama delivered at his State of the Union
address, when he called climate change an undeniable fact.

According to a February 2013 survey by the Pew Research Center, only 40 percent of
Americans said climate change was a major threat, and only 34 percent of the public
viewed new climate change policies as something that was essential for the White
House and Congress to tackle.

Return to Top

Leak reported at N.D. oil well after blowout preventer fails | View Clip
02/17/2014
NAREIT SmartBrief

Date and sources
02/16/2014 | Reuters

Whiting Petroleum on Friday reported a blowout at one of its oil wells in North
Dakota, resulting in a leak of hydraulic fracturing chemicals. The company said the
well's blowout preventer failed, and 50 to 70 barrels per day of fracking fluid are
leaking from the well. Responders are "still diverting what's flowing from the well into
storage tanks," said North Dakota Department of Health spokesman Kris Roberts.

Published in Brief
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Landowner group files lawsuit against N.Y. governor to push fracking | View Clip
02/17/2014
NAREIT SmartBrief

The Joint Landowners Coalition of New York has sued Gov. Andrew Cuomo, saying
he is overstepping his authority on hydraulic fracturing, which has been blocked in the
state since 2008. The group wants Cuomo's administration to speed up the completion
of two reviews on fracking, which are being conducted by the state's Department of
Environmental Conservation and Department of Health. "Since taking office in January
2011, Gov. Cuomo has injected himself in the [fracking review], controlled its
progression, and precluded the DEC and Commissioner Martens from independently
exercising their discretionary decision-making authority," the group said in its filing.

Published in Brief
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1 month after spill, W. Virginians wary of water | View Clip
02/17/2014
WTTG-TV - Online

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) - More than a month after chemicals seeped into West
Virginia's biggest water supply, Jeanette Maddox would rather bundle up, drive to a
shopping center parking lot and fill jugs of water from the spigot of a tanker truck than
trust the tap in her kitchen.

This is Maddox's new routine three times a week, what she considers a necessary
burden to feel safe drinking water, cooking with it and making coffee.

For weeks, government officials have said the running water in nine counties 1s
suitable for all daily needs. But Maddox, like many of the 300,000 residents whose
water was contaminated Jan. 9, is not convinced.

She notes that officials waited four to 10 days, depending on the neighborhood, before
allowing people to use their water. In the days right after Freedom Industries leaked
chemicals into the Elk River in Charleston, officials said the water should be used only
for flushing toilets and fighting fires.

Residents have struggled to track, let alone trust, mixed messages and muddied
information from government officials and Freedom Industries, the company involved.
Despite public pressure, officials have been reluctant to call the water "safe" and have

started arguing that the term is subjective. Instead, they use phrases such as
"appropriate to use."
"Well, they won't use the word 'safe," said Maddox, who lives with her two daughters
and two grandsons in Charleston. "But, the water is 'OK.' We don't know that."”

Maddox is not alone, as visible signs of doubt about the water are everywhere.

In Charleston, eateries display signs that say, "We're cooking with bottled water." The
chemical licorice smell still wafts out of some showers, toilets and taps in homes and
businesses. The smell resurfaced in five schools Feb. 5 and 6, and the district
temporarily shut them down. In one case, a teacher fainted and went to the hospital.

Hours after two of the schools closed Feb. 5, an official with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention gave a broad endorsement of the water, saying everyone,
pregnant women included, could use it.

Up to that point, pregnant women had received conflicting guidance. Days after

thousands of people were cleared to start drinking from faucets, federal officials
advised that pregnant women should consider a different source of water.
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The nine-county region was cleared to use the water before Freedom Industries
revealed that a second chemical, stripped PPH, was in the tank that spilled.

Crude MCHM, the first chemical discovered in the spill, and stripped PPH, are used to
clean coal. Little is known about their toxicity, in the short or long term. Neither is
considered hazardous by federal standards. Only a handful of studies exist for crude
MCHM, and they were on lab animals.

Today, doctors are still advising some patients, such as people with chronic conditions
or compromised immune systems, to avoid the water on a case-by-case basis, said
Kanawha County Health Officer Dr. Rahul Gupta.

Outside water continues to be brought in by tanker trucks and military vehicles, under
orders by Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin's administration. The public still demands it,
Tomblin said.

"It is impossible to predict when this will change, if ever," Tomblin wrote in a Jan. 29
request for more federal help.

Last week, Tomblin changed his mind on in-home water testing, which he and other
officials showed little interest in before. The inspections are part of a larger study
Tomblin ordered that looks into key details that officials relied upon initially to lift the
water-use ban.

Tomblin contracted Dr. Andrew Whelton to lead the study. The researcher, based at the
University of South Alabama, came to Charleston to study the spill without outside
funding. Then he landed a $50,000 federal grant studying what the chemicals do to

pipes in houses. But he had been seeking online donations for return trips to West
Virginia to monitor long-term water quality in homes.

Then Tomblin came calling and provided Whelton $650,000 from the state. With that
money, Whelton will sample water in some homes and continue investigating how the
chemical permeates or bonds to pipes. Officials have maintained that the chemical
doesn't have the right properties to stick around in piping and resurface later.

Whelton also is studying the odor threshold and threat of the chemical. Government
experts have long said people can smell the licorice tinge well after the chemical 1s no
longer dangerous in water or vapor. The smell enveloped the valley for days.

Whelton's team also is tasking experts to investigate the CDC's standard for how much
of the chemical can be safely ingested in drinking water.

Tomblin's wide-ranging project would need millions more dollars in federal grants.

He's calling for that money and, in an effort to re-instill public confidence, for the
research team to be able to maintain independence from government officials.
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"It is time to let the political officials step aside and let the scientists come in and do
the work we need them to do," Tomblin said.

In a region nicknamed "Chemical Valley" because of the industry's huge footprint in
greater Charleston, even residents who have lived here their entire lives are concerned.

At a legislative public meeting two weeks ago, several people said they're considering
moving. Before the spill, people were already leaving West Virginia at one of the
highest rates in the country.

Sue Davis has lived in Kanawha County for 71 years. She vowed that her faith in the
water would never return. She said trusting the authorities won't make the potential
risks any less threatening.

"I think (people) are deceiving themselves," Davis said.

Each rash, itch, dry patch of skin or dizzy spell lends doubt for people who shower or
brush their teeth in the water. Gupta, the health official, said long-term monitoring is
needed to track health conditions that could develop much later because little is known
about the chemical's long-term effects.

"People are as angry and as frustrated as they were in the first few days," Gupta said.
"It's been a challenge. We are on frontiers unknown. And, the population - the 300,000
people or so - continue to suffer.”

Copyright 2014 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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NC Gov. McCrory briefed on Duke coal ash lawsuit | View Clip
02/17/2014
WTTG-TV - Online

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) - North Carolina's top environmental official says he briefed
Gov. Pat McCrory about filing a lawsuit against Duke Energy that resulted in a
proposed settlement fining the $50 billion corporation $99,000 to resolve violations for
pollution leaching from two huge coal ash dumps.

State Department of Environment and Natural Resources Secretary John Skvarla told
lawmakers at an oversight hearing Monday that the Republican governor's only

directions were to protect the environment and do the right thing.

The state agency put its deal with Duke on hold following a massive Feb. 2 spill into
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the Dan River.

McCrory worked for Duke for 28 years before running for governor in 2008.
Environmentalists criticized the proposed settlement with modest fines as a sweetheart
deal to the nation's largest electricity provider.

Copyright 2014 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Obama to meet with Canadian PM Harper as pressure mounts around Keystone XL | View Clip
02/17/2014

RawStory.com

18:10 EST

When Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper visits Mexico this week for a summit
of North American leaders, one of his key objectives will be to push for US approval of
a controversial oil pipeline.

The Keystone XL project — first proposed back in 2008 — would bring crude from
Canada's oil sands in Alberta across the US Midwest to Texas, via a pipeline stretching
1,179 miles (1,897 kilometers).

The project has pitted environmental groups against the oil industry, which has argued
that it will bring much-needed jobs to the United States and help fulfill the US goal of
energy self-sufficiency.

It also has caused strains in relations between Ottawa and Washington. The United
States has to approve some 875 miles of the new route.

Harper's meeting with US President Barack Obama on Wednesday in the Mexican city
of Toluca will be their first face-to-face talks since September, at a summit in Russia.

The Canadian prime minister — who will be accompanied by his trade, natural
resources and public safety ministers — has said the Keystone XL pipeline is crucial

for his country's economic prosperity.

And he has expressed deep frustration that six years after it was first proposed, oil giant
TransCanada's US$5.3 billion project remains in limbo.

“Of course, Harper will be tempted to pressure Obama,” Pierre-Oliver Pineau, a
professor in energy sector management at HEC Montreal business school, told AFP.
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But he is unlikely to quickly sway the US leader, who faces opposition from
environmentalists within his Democratic party. The United States has also increased its
own oil production, making supplies from Canada less vital.

- Pipe dreams -

When Obama, Harper and Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto meet in Toluca,
energy and the environment will be on the shared agenda, but the future of the
Keystone project is paramount for Canada, America's neighbor and largest trading
partner.

Last month, the US State Department issued a long-awaited review of the project,
saying it would have little impact on climate change or the environment. But the report
stopped short of making a recommendation.

Canada — which currently ships nearly all of its oil to the United States — sees US
hesitation on Keystone as abandoning a longstanding energy relationship that has given
Ottawa preferred market access.

Harper took a shot across the bow in January 2012, vowing to seek out new markets for
Canadian oil, and stressed this new “key priority” during a visit to Beijing the
following month.

Harper has signalled he is willing to give Obama some political cover by matching
regulations to curb climate change, but he said Canada will not move unilaterally to cut

carbon emissions.

Harper's Conservative government, meanwhile, has been openly working with US
Republicans in Congress to up the pressure on Obama.

US House Speaker John Bochner, who claims Keystone would create some 100,000
American jobs, said allowing the decision to languish was “economic malpractice.”

- Decision expected soon -
Obama is expected to announce a decision on Keystone in the coming months.

Harper has said a nod for the pipeline is inevitable, and recently told a US audience he
“won't take no for an answer.”

But Jim Prentice, a former Canadian industry and environmental minister seen as a
potential successor to Harper, said approval might have to wait until after Obama

leaves office.

He added that Canada must have secured access to new markets with the construction
of a separate pipeline from Alberta to the Pacific Coast by then.
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That project, as well as a pan-Canadian pipeline to the Atlantic Coast, were proposed
after the initial Keystone delays, and are awaiting government approval.

“We need to be a forceful partner with alternative (markets), so that we're not
dependent and supplicant to a US marketplace that is over-supplied,” Prentice recently
told the Economic Club of Canada.

Waiting for the next administration, however, may not yield any better results for
Canada.

“The next administration may not be any more supportive as the internal political
dynamics are unlikely to change. If Hillary Clinton becomes the next US president, the
situation (for Canada) won't improve,” Pineau said.

Going forward, much more fundamental changes are shaping the bilateral energy
relationship.

The United States is tapping energy in the ground and offshore thanks to new fracking
and drilling technologies, and this is fueling significant production that could put it in
competition with Canada for overseas customers.

[Image via Agence France-Presse]
Agence France-Presse

AFP journalists cover wars, conflicts, politics, science, health, the environment,
technology, fashion, entertainment, the offbeat, sports and a whole lot more in text,
photographs, video, graphics and online.
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Fracking Well Blowout Causes Oil And Chemical Wastewater Spill In North Dakota | View Clip
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Think Progress

"Fracking Well Blowout Causes Oil And Chemical Wastewater Spill In North Dakota"
An oil well owned by Whiting Petroleum Corp. started leaking hydraulic fracturing
fluid and spewing oil late on Thursday, after a blowout that company and state officials
said may take “a couple more days” to clear up, according to Friday reports in Reuters.
The well lost control after a blowout preventer failed, and began leaking between 50

and 70 barrels (2,100 to 2,940 gallons) per day of fracking fluid — a mixture of
generally classified chemicals, water, and sand — and 200 barrels (8,400 gallons) per

Freedom_0003438_0053



day of oil, the Reuters reports said. As of Friday, fluids from the leak were being
collected and trucked from the site. Whiting is maintaining that none of the liquids
entered the water, though some oily “mist” did spray onto the frozen creek.

“This [leak] is a large one and also a health and human risk, it's a big one,” Lynn
Helms, the head of the state's Department of Mineral Resources, said in a conference
call.

“Pressure and control of a well is essentially priority number one for oil and gas
companies.”

By Monday, it was unclear if the well had been fixed and if the oil and wastewater had
stopped leaking. Calls to both Whiting Petroleum and the North Dakota Mineral
Resources Department were not immediately returned.

Though the harmful effects of an oil leak are widely known, less is known about the
effects of the chemicals used in the hydraulic fracturing process. Fracking is a method
of extracting fossil fuels, coveted for its ability to increase the flow of oil or gas from a
well. This is done by injecting high-pressure water and chemicals miles deep into the

ground into subsurface rock, effectively “fracturing” the rock and allowing more
spaces for oil and gas to come through. The tactic is generally paired with horizontal
drilling.

The high-pressure water and chemical injections generally result in a good amount of
wastewater, which is what Whiting's well is leaking along with oil. The specific
chemical makeup of that water is a large part of why the practice is so controversial, as
public disclosure of what exactly i1s used in the water is largely self-regulated by the
fracking companies. Thanks to laws pushed by corporate front groups like the
American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), states have allowed minimum
disclosure of the chemicals used in the fluid.

In North Dakota, regulations only require companies to disclosure chemicals that are
classified as “hazardous substances” by the Occupational Health and Safety
Administration. But, as noted by the National Resources Defense Council, OSHA does
not classify all dangerous chemicals as hazardous — only those that are shown to be
dangerous in the workplace.

February has not been a good month for fossil fuel accidents. On the 13th, a train
carrying crude oil from Canada derailed in Pennsylvania, spilling an estimated 3,000 to
4,000 gallons of oil. On the same day, a natural gas pi